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Obama signs 
Ukraine aid bill 


Won’t immediately 
impose Russia sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—U:S. President Ваг- 
ack Obama signed a bill authoriz- 
ing new sanctions against Russia 
on December 18 but said that he 
would not impose them “at this 
time.” 

The Ukraine Freedom Support 
Act authorizes — but does not 
technically require — $350 million 
of defense articles for Ukraine’s 
military, including antitank and 
anti-armour weapons, ammunition 
and surveillance drones. According 
to the administration, the U.S. goyv- 
ernment has committed over $118 
million in equipment and training 
for Ukraine’s security forces. 

Obama said in a statement that 
the signing of the legislation “does 
not signal a change in the adminis- 
tration’s sanctions policy.” 

The bill also authorizes sanc- 
tions against Russia’s defense and 
energy industries, including the 
arms exporter Rosoboronexport. 
The president may waive them for 
national security reasons. 

It also allows Obama to sanction 
Gazprom, a state-controlled Rus- 
sian energy giant, if he determines 
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that it is withholding gas from a 
NATO state or Ukraine, Moldova, 
or Georgia. 

Identical texts of the bill passed 
the U.S. Senate and House on De- 
cember 11, but because of a loan- 
guarantee provision, the U.S. Sen- 
ate had to vote on it again. 

A provision granting major non- 
NATO ally status to Georgia, Mol- 
dova and Ukraine was removed 
from the bill. 

The bill also authorizes $50 
million for three years to address 
Ukraine’s energy shortage. 

It grants an additional $10 mil- 
lion per year for Voice of America 
and RFE/RL to expand broadeast- 
ing in Ukraine, Moldova, and 
Georgia to counter Russian “propa- 
ganda.” 

It would allocate $20 million per 
year for three years for Russian 
democracy and civil-society organ- 
izations. 

Sanctions, along with plum- 
meting oil prices, have contributed 
to Russia’s economic turmoil, as 
well as the fall of its currency. 

The bill passed the divided U.S. 
Congress unanimously. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Secretary of 
State John Kerry on Dec. 16 said 
Russia had made “constructive 
moves” in recent days over the 
conflict in Ukraine. 

Speaking in London on Decem- 
ber 16, Kerry reiterated that West- 
em sanctions against Russia were 
introduced to prompt Russia to 
stop its interference in Ukraine. 

He added that the West did not 
seek to “hurt the people of Russia” 
and said that sanctions against Rus- 
sia “could be lifted in a matter of 
weeks or days, depending on the 
choices that President [Vladimir] 
Putin takes.” 

Kerry said he hoped progress 
with Russia in their talks about the 
crisis in Ukraine would continue. 

He added that Washington was 
following the decline in the value 
of the Russian ruble, which he said 
had been affected both by Western 
sanctions against Russia and by 
falling world oil prices. 

But, Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov reiterated in Paris on 
December 16 that there were “very 
serious reasons” to think West- 
ern sanctions are aimed at regime 
change in Moscow. 

Lavrov also spoke to the French 
broadcaster France 24 about sanc- 
tions on his country, admitting it is 
hurting Russia but adding, “I can 
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Christ Is Born! 
Our Lady of Czestochowa 


Although the icon of Our Lady of Czestochowa has been intimately associated with Poland for the past 600 
years, its history prior to its arrival in Poland is hotly contested among scholars and one of the most credible 
versions is that it came to Poland directly from Ukraine. The oldest documents from Jasna Gora (the monastery 
in which the icon is housed) state that the picture travelled from Constantinople via Belz (lacated in Lviv Ob- 
last, just three kilometres from the Polish border). Eventually it came into the possession of Wladyslaw Ороїс- 
zyk, Duke of Opole, and adviser to Louis of Anjou, King of Poland and Hungary. Ukrainian sources state that 
earlier in its history it was brought to Belz with much ceremony and honours by Prince Lev I of Halychyna and 
later taken by Wladyslaw from the Castle of Belz, when the town was incorporated into the Polish Kingdom. 
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Хай в день святого Різдва 


Дзвенить усюди коляда, 
Щастя велике вам звіщає, 


B цей день СОРР/КУПП вас щиро вітає 
Радійте, святкуйте! 
Христос ся рождає! 


Адвокат Ігор Бардин, Директор Парляментарної Програми Канада-Україна i Канадської! 
Програми МекДоналд-Лор'є та інтерни обох програм з України, Іспанії, Німеччини, Нідерландії; 
Великобританії, Швейцарії, Польщі, Італії, Ізраїля, Бельгії та Канади: 


Олександра БРОВКО з Інституту міжнародної 


торгівлі Університету Берна (Швейцарія) 
Катерина БРУСЕНЦОВА з Університету 
Вілфред Лоріє (Канада) 

Антон БУРІНЬКОВ з Таврійського 
національного університету im. В.І. 
Вернадського (Україна) 

Анастасія ВІТКОВИТСЬКА з Йоркського 
університету (Канада) 
Оксана ГУС з Мюнхенського університету 
Лююдвіга- Максиміліана та Університет 
Дуйсбург-Ессен (Німеччина) 

| Ірина ДОБРОГОРСЬКА з Українського 

«Католицького Університету у Львові (Україна) 

. Арсен ЄВЧУК з Національного університету 
"Одеська юридична академія" (Україна) 
Цезарій ЖИДЕЦЬКИЙ з Рурського 
університету в Бохумі (Німеччина) 

Петро ЗАЛІЗНЯК з Київського національного 
університету ім. Тараса Шевченка (Україна) та 
Міжнародного Університету "Коледж Турину" 
(Палія) 

Вікторія ЗАЛОЗНА з Маастрихтського 
університету (Нідерланди) 

- Денис ЗБОРОШЕНКО з Національного 

- університету "Києво-Могилянська академія" 
(Україна) 

- Олександра КАРАБІЛО з Чорноморського 

- державного університету їм. Петра Могили y 

| Миколаєві (Україна) - 
- Ольга КАРХАНІНА з націона ньої 
г економічного університету. імені валима 
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Україна) 

| Метро КОЧЕРГАН з Львівського 

-} національного університету im. Івана Франка 
- (Україна) 
Лєньєра MAMETOBA 3 Таврійського 
національного університету im. В.І. 
Вернадського (Україна) 
Наталія МАСЛЕННИКОВА з 
Дніпропетровського національного 
університету ім. О. Гончара (Україна) 


Анна МЕЛЕНЧУК з Київського національного 


університету ім. Тараса Шевченка (Україна) 
Анастасія МЕЛЬНИК з Національного 
університету "Києво-Могилянська академія" 
(Україна) 


Олег НАУМЕНКО з Кембриджського 
університету (Великобританія) 

Василина ОДНОРІЇГ з Національного 
університету "Києво-Могилянська Академія" у 
Києві (Україна) 

Михайло ОЛЕКСІЄНКО з Одеського 
національного політехнічного університету 
(Україна) 

Христина ОЛІЯРНИК з Національного 
університету "Києво- Могилянська академія" 
(Україна) 

Ольга ОСИПЧУК з Національного 
університету їм. Тараса Шевченка у Києві 
(Україна) 

Моніка ОТАСОВІЄ з Інституту міжнародних 
відносин Київського національного 
університету їм. Тараса Шевченка (Україна) 
Дар'я ПАНКРАТОВА з Національного 
університету "Києво-Могилянська Академія" у 
Києві (Україна) 

Олеся ПОГОРЕЛОВА з Університету Торонто 
(Канада) 

Максим ПОПОВИЧ з Національного 
університету "Києво-Могилянська академія" 
(Україна) 

Денис САМОЙЛЕНКО з Національного 
університету "Києво-Могилянська Академія" у 
Києві (Україна) 

Максим СИНИЦЯ з Національної академії 
державного управління при Президентові 
України у Києві 

Павло СОРОКІН з Українського державного 
університету фінансів та міжнародної торгівлі 
(Україна) 

Андрій СОРОХАН з Київської Школи 
Економіки в Києві (Україна) 

Анна УРУКОВА з Університету Антверпена 


- (Бельгія) 


Олег ФЕДАЙ з Йоркського університету 
(Канада) 

Артем ШАШОВ з Кембриджського 
університету (Великобританія) 

Василиса ШЕЙНІНА з Харківського 
національного університету ім. В. Н. Каразіна 
(Україна) 

Варвара ШМИГАЛЬОВА з Національного 
університету "Києво-Могилянська академія" 
(Україна) 

Лілія ШМИГЕЛЬСЬКА з Університету 
Помпеу Фабра у Барселоні (Іспанія) 
Христина ШУП з Університету Торонто 
(Канада) 
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У Варшаві Порошенко 
говорив, що Україна 
піде польською 
дорогою - в EC i НАТО 


Юрій Савицький, Радіо Свобода 

У перший день свого дводенного візиту до Польщі, Петро 
Порошенко заявив, що він хоче, щоб Україна відмовилася від 
позаблокового статусу. Чому він зробив таку важливу заяву саме 
на польській землі? Польські політики й коментатори кажуть, що 
це очевидне, мовляв, свого часу поляків, як і українців, також 
не дуже хотіли у НАТО та в ЄС. Та поляки були наполегливі і їм 
це вдалося, тож українці можуть брати з них приклад. З нагоди 
візиту Порошенка до Польщі з уст керівників польської держави 
пролунало чимало ідей, чим саме поляки можуть допомогти 
українцям у скрутний для них час. 

Порошенко також виступив перед Національними зборами 
польської держави. Його виступ слухали депутати двох палат 
польського парламенту, члени уряду та президент країни. Як 
зазначив голова польської держави Броніслав Коморовський, 
такі ситуації, коли президент іншої країни виступає в парламенті 
Польщі, трапляються вкрай рідко. 

Польські політики та експерти вважають промову українського 
президента історичною, а ЗМІ звертають увагу на те, що 
Порошенко розпочав свій виступ польською мовою. «Поляки 
протягнули до нас братерську руку, коли ворог перескочив поріг 
нашого дому, про вашу допомогу українці ніколи не забудуть», 
- на ці слова Порошенка, сказані по-польськи депутати Сейму, 
Сенату та міністри відповіли оплесками. 

Подякувавши полякам за солідарність з українцями у час 
випробувань, Порошенко поділився планами щодо реформ в 
Україні. Зокрема, він заявив, що після повернення до Києва 
звернеться до українського парламенту з пропозицією скасувати 
позаблоковий статус України. А до 2020 року, казав Порошенко, 
Україна буде готова до євроінтеграції. 

Богдан Кліх, польський сенатор та екс-міністр оборони, вважає, 
що заява Порошенка невипадково зроблена у Польщі, яка на 
початку 1990-х рішуче обрала курс на вступ до НАТО. 

«НАТО залишило для України привідкриті двері, тож завдання 
Польщі та інших друзів України вставити в цю шпарину ногу, 
щоб ці двері відчинилися широко», - сказав польський політик. 
Водночас він застерігає, що у відповідь на заяву Порошенка у 
Варшаві можна сподіватися жорсткої реакції з боку Росії. 

Броніслав Коморовський, говорячи про значення візиту Метра 
Порошенка до Польщі, повторював слово «солідарність». Зокремавін 
сказав: «Це нагода для того, щоб наголосити на нашій солідарності 
з Україною, особливо в період труднощів, глибокої кризи, яку 
Україна переживає, зокрема з приводу агресії проти неї російського 
сусіда. Польща послідовно декларує повне розуміння необхідності 
збереження інтегральності території України, як i підтримку всіх 
атрибутів незалежності, суверенності, свободи України». 

Броніслав Коморовський не виключає, що Польща продаватиме 
Україні зброю, якщо Україна про це попросить. «Я ніде не чув, 
щоб існувало якесь ембарго на продаж зброї Україні, тому якщо 
Україна буде зацікавлена, то Польща абсолютно відкрита до 
розмови. Але крім цього, ми шукатимемо і знайдемо такі сфери 
співпраці з українською армією, в яких ми могли б їй допомогти 
у вирішенні проблем сьогодення й відкрити добрі перспективи на 
майбутнє», - говорив Коморовський. 

Перебіг візиту Петра Порошенка до Польщі позитивно оцінює 
Петро Тима, голова Об'єднання українців Польщі. Він каже, що 
жоден із попередніх президентів України, який бував у Польщі, не 
виступав перед польськими політиками з настільки продуманою 
промовою, як та, що прозвучала з уст Петра Порошенка в 
польському парламенті. 

Тима зазначив, що теперішній президент України не тікає від 
складних питань історичного минулого, якими дуже цікавляться 
поляки. Громадський діяч високо оцінив той факт, що Порошенко 
не побоявся згадати в своєму виступі перед Національними 
зборами питання Волинської трагедії. А водночас, каже Тима, 
президент України виразно наголосив на тому, що спільного 
майбутнього не можна будувати на могилах. 

«Вважаю, що це дуже добра промова, в ній не було загальних 
політичних сухих штампів про дружбу, стратегічне партнерство. 
Натомість Порошенко говорить зрозумілою мовою в чому 
саме має полягати партнерство Польщі i України», - зазначив 
експерт. Крім цього, каже Тима, поляки гарно сприймають слова 
Порошенко про те, що українці багато реформ мусять зробити 
самі, не чекаючи на допомогу ззовні. 

«Це дуже важливі заяви, особливо в контексті розмов про втому 
від України, які лунають на Заході, але про це також починають 
говорити деякі польські політики й публіцисти. Промова 
Порошенка дуже своєчасна, в ній йшлося про ті речі, які повинні 
бути сказані українським політиком у Варшаві саме сьогодні», — 
підсумовує Петро Тима. 

У перший день візиту Петра Порошенка до Польщі було 
підписано низку важливих угод. Зокрема, Броніслав Коморовський 
підписав закон про ратифікацію Угоди про асоціацію України з 
ЄС. Також сторони уклали договори про розширення зони малого 
прикордонного руху, навчання українських студентів у Польщі та 
допомогу польських фахівців у проведенні самоврядної реформи 
в Україні. У четвер Петро Порошенко відвідає місто Люблін, 
де побуває в польсько-українсько-литовському батальйоні та 
зустрінеться зі студентською молоддю. 
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Harper announces 
new sanctions 


Will include export restrictions 
on oil and gas technologies 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister Stephen Harper on Dec. 19 announced 
additional economic sanctions and travel bans against 20 Russian and 
Donbas separatist leaders, and new export restrictions on technologies 
used in Russia’s oil exploration and extractive sector: 

“Since the onset of the conflict, the Putin regime has continuously vio- 
lated the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine,” 
he stated. 

“Canada will not accept the illegal occupation of Crimea and persis- 
tent, provocative military activity in eastern Ukraine. As such, we are 
once again announcing additional economic sanctions and travel bans 
against Russian and Ukrainian individuals. We are also imposing new 
restrictions on the export of technology used in Russia’s oil exploration 
and extractive sector and further defining existing debt and equity finan- 
cing prohibitions. 

“The sanctions we have taken to date, in close collaboration with our 
allies and partners, are putting real economic pressure on Russia to cease 
militarism in Ukrainian territory. 

“Canada will stand in steadfast support of the Ukrainian people as they 
continue to struggle for peace and freedom against the Putin regime. We 
stand ready to take further proposed measures with our allies and part- 
ners if required.” 

The sanctions list still does not include Igor Sechin of Rosneft, Sergey 
Chemezoy of Возіес and Viktor Yakunin of Russian Railways, all three 
of whom are on U.S. lists, but have extensive business interests in Can- 
ada. 

The restrictions on the export of technology in relation to Arctic, deep 
water and shale oil explorations and extraction to Russia. These actions 
complement similar measures being undertaken by the European Union 
and the United States. 

The new Canadian export restrictions, which will be applied under 
Canada’s Special Economic Measures Act, prohibit the export, sale, sup- 
ply or shipment of a specified list of goods to Russia, or any person in 
Russia, for use in the following: (a) deep water oil exploration and pro- 
duction; (b) Arctic oil exploration and production; or (c) shale oil explor- 
ation and production. These restrictions will also prohibit the provision 
to Russia, or any person in Russia, financial, technical or other services 
related to the prohibited goods. 

Also that day, Harper spoke with the President of Ukraine Petro Poro- 
shenko, congratulated Ukraine on its recently formed government, and 
encouraged Ukraine to be resolute in its pursuit of deep and robust re- 
forms. 

The leaders also discussed the situation in eastern Ukraine and the need 
to continue to confront Russian aggression. Prime Minister Harper reiter- 
ated Canadian support for Ukraine, including concrete measures such as 
the provision of winterized kits and other non-lethal military equipment. 
He also highlighted the importance of the recently signed Declaration of 
Intent related to defence cooperation. The two leaders also expressed a 
commitment to complete the free trade negotiations between Canada and 
Ukraine as quickly as possible. 


Sen. Andreychuk recognized 
by Ottawa UCPBA 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian = 
Canadian Professional and Busi- 
ness Association of Ottawa on Dec. 
11 presented Senator Raynell And- 
reychuk with its Filip Konowal VC 
Lifetime Achievement Award, for 
her contributions to the develop- 
ment of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community. 

“Ukrainian Canadians continue to 
distinguish themselves in all pursuits 
in communities across Canada,” said 
Senator Andreychuk. “It is an hon- 
our to be recognized as having con- 
tributed to these achievements, and 
by an association of individuals that 4 
ee “SEIN ES Dre Senator Andreychuk speaks at the 

UCPBA(O) President Michael %@"4S ceremony 
Kostiuk, who presented the award at 


Христос Раждається! Славім Мого! 


Hon. Gene Zwozdesky 


Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly of Alberta 


MLA, Edmonton Mill Creek 
8207 Argyll Road 
Edmonton, Alberta, T6C 4B2 

Phone: 780-466-3737 


E-mail: Edmonton.millcreek@assembly.ab.ca 


“Working with you and for you” 


MLCS 200, Arts Building University of Alberta 
Edmonton, AB Canada ТЕС 2E6 


Xpuctoc Раждається! 


The staff of the Kule Folklore Centre wish you | 
and yours a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year! 


Reconnect with Ukrainian Cultural traditions and the contemporary 
ethnic community. 


Learn about Ukrainian Calendar customs, folk songs, stories, dance, 
traditional belief, folk arts, housing, clothing, weddings and other 
rituals through our courses and degree programs. 


Research the Bohdan Medwidsky Ukrainian Folklore Archives for 
Ukrainian publications, photos, audio/video recordings manuscripts 
and artifacts. 


Embrace the folklore of Ukrainian ancestors. Contact us at 
780-492-6906 to discover more! 


Christ is Born! 
Happy New Year! 


Христос Рождається 


i3 Новим Ро 


ком! 


| 


the Association’s Annual Christmas 
Dinner in Ottawa, made particular 
note of Senator Andreychuk’s role 
in securing formal recognition of 
the Ukrainian Famine and Genocide 
(“Holodomor”) in Canada. 

“The Filip Konowal VC Lifetime 
Achievement Award recognizes 
substantial lifetime service to the 
Ukrainian Canadian Community,” 
said Kostiuk. “Senator Andreychuk 
represents the best of what it means 
to be a helpful Canadian, and a 


helpful Ukrainian-Canadian.” 

Senator Andreychuk introduced 
the resolution on MHolodomor 
Ukraine Famine/Genocide in the 
Senate, which was adopted on 
June 19, 2003. She also sponsored 
Bill C-459, An Act to establish a 
Ukrainian Famine and Genocide 
(“Holodomor’) Memorial Day and 
to recognize the Ukrainian Famine 
of 1932-33 as an act of genocide, 
which received Royal Assent in 
May 2008. 


141 SENECA ROAD 


SHERWOOD PARK, AB T8A 4G6 


(Радіо Свобода) - Президент 
Польщі Броніслав Коморовський 
заявляє про готовність Варшави 
вести переговори про можливі 
продажі зброї Києву. Польсь- 
кий президент заявив про це на 
зустрічі з главою Української 
держави Петром Порошенком у 
Варшаві. 
«Я знаю, що вас дуже цікавить 
питання озброєння. Так от я 
скажу, що ніде не чув, щоб було 
якесь ембарго на продаж зброї 
Україні», - заявив Коморовсь- 
кий. 

«Якщо Україна буде в цьому 
зацікавлена, то, звісно ж, Поль- 
ща абсолютно відкрита до та- 
ких розмов», - додав президент 
Польщі. 

Наразі невідомо, чи Порошен- 


HONOURABLE HEATHER Кимсник : 
MLA, EDMONTON-GLENORA 
MINISTER OF HUMAN SERVICES 


Христос Раждається! 


Constituency Office: 
10649-124 Street 
Edmonton, AB TSN 155 
Phone: 780-455-7979 
edmonton.glenora@assembly.ab.ca 


Найкращі Різдв'яні побажання 
Христос Раждається! 
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Щирі побажання міцного здоров'я, щастя, 
чистотводи в криниці, в полі пшениці, 
wh кліба-солі Ha столі погоди на душі 
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Польща готова продавати 
зброю Україні - Коморовський 


Петро Порошенко (ліворуч) і Броніслав Коморовський у Варшаві 


ко відреагував на цю пропозицію. 
Президент України подякував 


Польщі за два гуманітарні конвої 
для жителів Донбасу. 


Українська льотчиця Надія Савченко 


Савченко оголосила 


голодування - адвокат 


(Радіо Свобода) -Українська льотчиця Надія Савченко оголосила 
голодування. Про це повідомив в twitter один з адвокатів Савченко 
Марк Фейгін. 

За словами Фейгіна, голодування українська льотчиця оголосила 
у зв'язку з недопуском до неї лікаря. Раніше захисники заявили про 
погіршення здоров'я Савченко. 

12 грудня адвокат повідомляв, що Савченко розглядає 
можливість оголошення голодування у разі ігнорування її прав як 
військовополоненої. 

Напередодні Савченко звернулася до Міжнародного Комітету 
Червоного Хреста щодо можливості свого звільнення, зважаючи на 
статус військовополоненої. 

Адвокат Савченко Ніколай Полозов пояснив, що Міжнародний 
Комітет Червоного Хреста, який наділений правом встановлю- 
вати статус військовополоненого, може ухвалити рішення про 
присвоєння Савченко цього статусу. Після цього Росія, за словами 
адвоката, відповідно до Женевської конвенції буде зобов'язана при- 
пинити кримінальне переслідування. 

У Росії Надію Савченко звинувачують у причетності до загибелі 
російських журналістів. Крім того, наприкінці жовтня стало відомо, 
що проти Савченко хочуть відкрити ще одну справу - за «незакон- 
ний перетин кордону». Сама вона всі звинувачення відкидає, а її за- 
хист наполягає, що Надію Савченко викрали і примусово вивезли 3 
території України. 


У жовтні московський суд продовжив термін утримання Надії | 


Савченко під вартою до 13 лютого 2015 року. 

Савченко обрана до Верховної Ради України за списком партії 
«Батьківщина». 11 грудня Верховна Рада підтримала постанову про 
звернення до Держдуми і президента Росії Владіміра Путіна щодо 
звільнення Савченко. 


В Одесі зруйнували 
пам'ятник Леніну 


(Радіо Свобода) -В Одесі в ніч на 30 листопада зруйнували 
пам'ятник Владіміру Леніну. Про це йдеться на сторінці одеського 
обласного осередку партії ВО «Свобода» у Facebook. 


«Вночі 30 листопада біля території Одеського автоскладального | 


заводу на вулиці Отамана Чепіги, 29, місцеві патріоти розтрощили 
голову пам'ятника Владіміру Леніну», - йдеться в повідомленні. 

Також зазначено, що пам'ятник Леніну спільно з письменником 
Максимом Горьким був встановлений біля адміністративного 
корпусу заводу в 1957 році. 

Поточний рік позначився активним знесенням пам'ятників 
комуністичному вождю. Так званий «ленінопад» пройшовся Києвом, 
Харковом, Маріуполем, Запоріжжям, Кривим Рогом та іншими 
містами України. 
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Russian-orchestrated 
terrorist plot foiled in Kyiv 


By Oleg Sukhoy, Kyiv Post 


Ukraine’s Security Service said on Dec. 19 that it 
had foiled a terrorist attack in the center of Kyiv likely 


| orchestrated by Russia. 


“The Security Service’s counterintelligence depart- 
| ment has managed to foil a terrible tragedy in the cen- 
‘ter of Kyiv — а terrorist attack that was supposed to 

happen recently,” Markian Lubkivsky, an adviser to 
the Security Service’s head, said at a news briefing. 

The attack was supposed to be carried out by a 

woman named “Kovalenko,” a Ukrainian citizen and 

| аге5ідепі of Luhansk. On Dec. 17 she was carrying a 

_ bomb in the area between the Ivan Franko Theater and 
Maidan Nezalezhnosti, Lubkivsky said. 

He said that the explosive device was equivalent to 


three kilograms of dynamite. 


The Security Service released a video in which the 


suspect is being interrogated. 


The woman suspected of orchestrating an attack in 
Kyiv with a powerful explosive. 


“Four months ago I got acquainted with Konstan- 


directorate. 


tin,” she said. “Before I left Luhansk on Dec. 16, 
Konstantin gave me a bag containing something that 
would make Ukrainians uncomfortable. I got on a bus 
and | knew that there were explosives in that bag.” 
The woman is being held, pending Kyiv’s Shey- 
chenkivsky district court’s consideration of an ar- 
rest warrant for her on Dec. 19, said Vasily Vovk, 
head of the Security Service’s main investigative 


Lubkivsky said that, according to his information, 
the attack had been orchestrated by the Main Intelli- 


gence Directorate of the Russian armed forces. Rus- 


sia’s Defense Ministry declined to comment. 


Russian military jet nearly 


і 

| (RFE/RL)—Swedish defense of- 
ficials have said a Russian military 
aircraft nearly collided south of 
Sweden with a commercial passen- 
ger plane shortly after takeoff from 
Copenhagen, Denmark, on Decem- 
ber 12. 

| Sweden’s air force chief, Major 
General Micael Byden, said the 
Russian warplane’s transponders 
— which make the plane detect- 
able to commercial radar — were 
shut off. 

Swedish Defense Minister Peter 
| Hultqvist called the incident “ser- 
~ ious” and “inappropriate,” аї- 

though he added the Russian plane 
| had not violated Swedish air space. 
“This is outright dangerous when 
'you turn off the transponder,” 
Hultqvist told Swedish radio. 
Hultqvist said both Danish and 
Swedish jet fighters were scram- 
bled in response to the incident, 
which comes amid heightened ten- 
_ sions between the West and Russia 
| over the conflict in Ukraine. 
| Russia’s Defense Ministry denied 
any of its warplanes had violated 
| Swedish airspace on December 12. 

Quoted by TASS, Defense Min- 
istry spokesman Major General 
Igor Konashenkov said the Russia 
aircraft’s flight had been made “in 
compliance with international air 


space rules, not violating borders 
of other countries and at a safe dis- 
tance from traffic routes of civilian 
aircraft.” 

The commercial plane was re- 
portedly flying to Poland, but it 
was unclear which airline was 
operating the flight or how many 
passengers were on board. 

In March, a Russian military jet 
flying without transponders came 
within 100 meters of an SAS plane 
that had taken off from Copen- 
hagen. 

Byden said the latest incident 
was not as serious as the near miss. 
in March. 

On-December 11, Polish Defense 
Minister Tomasz Siemoniak said 
Russia’s military is engaging in an 
unprecedented amount of activity 
around the Baltic Sea. 

“Over the past few days we have 
seen unprecedented activity by the 
Russians in the Baltic Sea, both the 
Baltic fleet and Russian aircraft,” 
Siemoniak told Polish broadcaster 
TVN24. 

The minister said that Poland, a 
member of NATO, was not under 
threat of attack and the Russian 
manoeuvres were most likely de- 
signed to test how NATO forces in 
the region reacted. 

Areport issued in November said 


Obama signs Ukraine aid bill 


Cont. from P. 1 


assure you that Russia would not 
only survive, but would come out 
stronger out of this.” 

Surprisingly, Lavrov voiced cau- 
tious praise for Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko, saying in an 

| interview with French broadcast- 
er France 24 that “Poroshenko 
is the best chance at this point in 
Ukraine.” 

Meanwhile, during a visit to 
Brussels to meet with European 
Union and NATO officials, Ukrain- 
ian Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk said Crimea was part of 
Ukraine and expressed concerns 
that Russia could deploy nuclear 
Weapons there. 

“Russia is constantly violat- 
ing international law,” Yatsenyuk 
said, and claimed “Russia started 
to violate nuclear non-proliferation 
treaties” signed in 1994 when the 
United States, Britain, and Russia 
agreed to keep Ukraine free from 
nuclear weapons. 

In Kyiv, European Union for- 
eign-policy chief Federica Moghe- 


гіпі said the 28-nation bloc, which 
has also imposed sanctions on 
Russia, intended to “walk hand-in- 
hand” with Kyiv. 

Speaking to Poroshenko during 
her first visit to Ukraine since her 
August appointment, Mogherini 
said, “We will continue to stay in 
Ukraine, making sure that this con- 
flict comes to an end with the full 
respect of Ukrainian sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.” 

A new cease-fire with pro-Rus- 
sian rebels was declared by Kyiv 
the previous week in hopes of end- 
ing an eight-month conflict that has 
claimed at least 4,700 lives and 
displaced close to 1 million people, 
according to the United Nations. 

Poroshenko said on December 
16 that the military situation in 
eastern Ukraine was quiet, with no 
shelling reported. 

But a top Ukrainian military 
commander said later in the day 
that up to 10,000 Russian soldiers 
and their heavy weapons are still 
deployed in rebel-held eastern 
Ukraine despite the new cease-fire. 


collides with passenger plane 


the number and gravity of “close 
military encounters” between Rus- 
sia and the West has increased vis- 
ibly amid tension over Ukraine. 

The report by the European 
Leadership Network detailed al- 
most 40 dangerous or sensitive in- 
cidents over the past eight months, 
including what it says was the near- 
collision of a Russian spy plane 
and an SAS jet carrying 132 pas- 
sengers from Copenhagen to Rome 
on March 3. 

It says the incidents “add up to 
a highly disturbing picture” of 
airspace violations and other dan- 
gerous actions “over a very wide 
geographical area” from the Bal- 
tic and Black Seas to the U.S. and 
Canadian borders. 
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The Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Studies 
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The birth of a Saviour! 
Such wonder and glory 
has given the world 
a remarkable story. 


Христос Народився! 
Веселих Різдвяних Свят 
та щасливого Нового Року. 
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May the Spirit of Christmas bring you Peace and 
Happiness now and throughout the New Year. 
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e Taxi Service provided to Church 
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Arm Ukraine, increase 
pressure on Putin 


Canada, the United States and the European Union have all increased 
the pressure on Russian dictator Vladimir Putin On December 18 and 19, 
but much more can be done. 

One of the potentially most important steps was the Ukraine Freedom 
Support Act, passed unanimously by Congress and signed by President 
Barack Obama on December 18. We say potentially most important 
because while the bill authorizes $350 million of defense articles for 


Ukraine’s military, including anti-tank and anti-armour weapons, ammu- 
‘nition and surveillance drones, it does not technically require this alloca- 


tion, which could mean this becomes as useless as the declarations of 
support for Ukraine’s sovereignty contained in the Budapest Memoran- 
dum of 1994. 

What’s more, Obama has already indicated he will not apply the sanc- 
tions “at this time.” 

For its part Canada has expanded its sanctions list, but it still does not 
include Igor Sechin of Rosneft, Sergey Chemezoy of Rostec and Viktor 
Yakunin of Russian Railways, all three of whom are on U.S. lists, but 
have extensive business interests in Canada. 

What’s more while Canada has delivered winterized kits and other 
non-lethal military equipment, which will be very useful this winter, the 
government is still reluctant to provide lethal aid which Ukraine needs if 
it is to battle the terrorists who are provided by Russia with weapons of 
such sophistication that they are capable of shooting down a passenger 
plane at 10,000 metres of altitude. 

But one thing that is very encouraging in Prime Minister Harper’s most 
recent announcement is the restriction on the export of technology in 
relation to Arctic, deep water and shale oil explorations and extraction to 
Russia. These actions complement similar measures being undertaken by 
the European Union and the United States. 

Next to providing lethal military aid to Ukraine, sanctions aimed at 
impeding Russia’s oil and gas sector are probably the most effective tools 
the West can use. 

Russia is reeling. Oil prices have plummeted to just over $50 per bar- 
rel. Moscow needs $100 per barrel to balance its budget. The ruble has 
dropped to half its value in the past 10 months and the Russian central 
bank predicts that the economy may shrink by 4.7 percent next year, and 
that capital flight from the country may reach $134 billion by the end of 
the year. 

The stress is beginning to show on Putin, who reacted to this economic 
crisis with a three-hour, 20-minute tirade broadcast live on state tele- 
vision, in which he blamed Ukraine and the West. 

All this means is that it is time to ratchet up the pressure even more. It 
is necessary to cripple the Russian economy to such a degree that Putin 
will be unable to continue financing the terrorists and that the Russian 
people may finally come to their senses and realize that Putin’s imperial 
ambitions are destroying their quality of life. 

At the same time Ukraine needs massive assistance. A year of revolu- 
tion and war with pro-Russian terrorists has pushed Ukraine’s hryvnia 
currency to record lows and crippled the economy, which was already 
near bankruptcy after years of corruption and economic mismanagement. 
To be sure, Ukraine must initiate serious reform and the West is right to 
demand such measures as a condition of its aid. 

Both parties must seriously work on ensuring that Ukraine does not 
blow this chance to develop into a stable, civilized, democratic state. 

Should that happen in Ukraine, then Russians themselves may begin to 
realize that that is the direction for them to take. Then, and only then, can 
we have peace in the region. 
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Ottawa U prof parrots Putin line 


By Taras Kuzio 

In October of this year, Ivan Katchanovski who is 
based at the School of Political Studies at the Univer- 
sity of Ottawa presented a paper to the Chair of Ukrai- 
nian Studies at his university and a second paper at the 
conference “Negotiating Borders: Comparing the Expe- 
rience of Crimea, Europe and Ukraine” that was orga- 
nized by the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at 
the University of Alberta. The two papers have gener- 
ated controversy because they are revisionist and have 
little in common with academic scholarship. 

Katchanovski’s paper on separatism in eastern and 
southern Ukraine draws on his own questions included 
in the spring Kyiv International Institute of Sociology 
(KITS), rather than a separate survey; but as with many 
statistics, the devil is in the details. Thus, for example, 
Katchanovski alleges that the majority of Donbas inhab- 
itants (54-61 per cent) supposedly support separatism, 
which figure is far higher than the 30 percent given by 
KIS senior sociologist Volodymr Paniotto. Katcha- 
novski’s claim of such high support is based on adding 
the 31 per cent who responded in favor of secession in 
order to join another country or to form an independent 
state with the 23 per cent of respondents who favored 
autonomy within a federal Ukraine. 

While it is certainly true that residents of the Don- 
bas (31 per cent) have expressed higher levels of sup- 
port for separatism than residents in the remainder of 
eastern (5 per cent) and southern (3 per cent) Ukraine, 
it is quite obviously methodologically wrong to claim 
that a majority of the Donbas “backed different forms 
of “separatism.” To highlight this point, we need only 
remind ourselves that in Scotland’s recent referen- 
dum, a majority voted against separation (i.e., for an 
independent state) but at the same time voted in favor 
of autonomy (i.e. a Scottish parliament, etc.,) within 
the UK. Scottish autonomists would, thus, be very 
surprised to hear that, according to Katchanovski’s 
flawed methodology, they are in fact “separatists.” 

Katchanovski’s two papers blame the emergence of vi- 
olent separatism in eastern Ukraine on what he describes 
as the violent overthrow of President Viktor Yanukovych 
that — as he claims controversially — followed “part of 
the Euromaidan” and the “far right” purportedly having 
undertaken “mass killing of the police and protesters.” 
Katchanovski alleges that Euromaidan “shooters” and 
“spotters” were based in twelve buildings occupied by 
Euromaidan supporters. These, he claims, included Ho- 
tel Ukrayina on Instytutska Street (now renamed Heroes 
of the Heavenly Hundred). 

This is the same hotel in which foreign journalists 
lived and that they frequently used because the front of 
the hotel looks out onto the Maidan that was used as a 
backdrop for many interviews (including with this au- 
thor). During the murder of protesters on 20 February, 
this hotel was also featured in many BBC and other re- 
ports as killed and wounded bodies were carried in and 
laid on the floor of its reception area. One of the first 
victims to allegedly be shot by Euromaidan “shooters,” 
according to Katchanoyski, was Lviv Ukrainian Catho- 
lic University Professor Bohdan Solchanyk. 

Hotel Ukryaina is a large, former Soviet hotel, and 
it would simply have been impossible for the Euro- 
maidan to have controlled the entire building (as 
Katchanoyski alleges) during a period of chaotic vio- 
lence and protests. At the same time, it is difficult to 
believe that supposed Euromaidan “shooters” could 
have used weapons in the hotel without any foreign 
journalists noticing and reporting upon this. 

Another building in which Katchanovski claims 
Euromaidan and far right “shooters” were allegedly 
based is on Museyni Provulok, which is just off of Eu- 
ropean Square and begins where the monument to dis- 
sident and Rukh leader Vyacheslav Chornovil stands. 
Photograph no. 3 that appears in Katchanovski’s paper 
as alleged proof of his claims is extremely blurry and 
as such cannot credibly be relied upon as “evidence” 
of anything. (To remind, the first protesters were mur- 
dered by snipers stationed on the roofs of buildings on 
Museyni Provulok on January 20 after violence had 
erupted following the passage five days earlier of the 
so-called dictatorship laws.) 

Katchanoyski never attempts to lay out his research 
and thus never allows readers and external reviewers 
to judge for themselves whether his arguments and 
his alleged evidence have merit. He also apparently 
ignores readily available evidence that is instructive. 
This approach leads to the following kinds of exam- 
ples. First, for some mysterious reason in neither of 
Katchanoyski’s papers does he cite the numerous hu- 
man rights reports produced by, for example, the UN, 
Council of Europe, OSCE, Amnesty International and 
Human Rights Watch, all of which lay blame primar- 
ily on Russia and separatists for crimes against hu- 
manity committed in the Donbas and Crimea. Second, 
he downplays the number of foreign mercenaries who 
joined the separatists while at the same time exag- 
gerating the number of foreigners who have allegedly 


joined Ukrainian security forces. Third, while using 
the more neutral term “separatists” for the pro-Rus- 
sian fighters, he refers to National Guard volunteers 
in more pejorative terms such as “special police bat- 
talions” and singles out the example of the Azoy bat- 
talion (that was formed by the Social National Party), 
Meanwhile, Katchanovski ignores the 50 or more oth- 
er volunteer battalions who have no similar insignia, 

Condemnations of Katchanovski’s writings have been 
widespread. The University of Alberta historian David 
Marples has expressed the view that Katchanovski’s ра 
рег оп the snipers “appears politically driven” and j is, 

“veritable jumble of illogical reasoning and statements 
that do not seem warranted by the findings, which are 
themselves confusing...” Marples described the paper 
—as did other critical commentators at the University of 
Alberta conference — as a “political tract’). 

Edmonton lawyer and community activist Thor Broda 
pointed out at the University of Alberta conference that 
Katchanovski “is not a forensic specialist, nor does he 
claim a great knowledge of physics. Those who were 
shot on the Maidan were quickly removed to the hospital 
if injured, or laid together if they were dead. It would be 
impossible to determine precisely where each dead per 
son was at the time they were shot and where the bullet 
originated. Yet, Katchanovski suggests he can do so ret- 
roactively. Forensic science calculates bullet trajectories 
and the location of corpses, and blood spatter evidence 
provides other forms of evidence. He maintains that he 
did an independent investigation in these areas but he i is 
not qualified to do so.” 

A paper or presentation cannot be considered to be 
scholarly or academic if its author pre-selects the con- 
clusion he/she wishes to advance in order to fit some 
political agenda and then marshals supposed evidence 
in support. Katchanovski’s two paper’s are, thus, 
much more akin to polemical writing. This may prob- 
ably explain why in his paper he seems to think 
he needs to try and convince his reader not once but 
thrice that the paper is “academic.” Whether a paper is 
indeed “academic” or not is decided upon by readers 
and reviewers — not by the author’s own declarations. 

Unfortunately, Katchanovski’s political agenda has 
been extensively pursued in the majority of his pub- 
lications, which agenda exhibits an acute hostility to 
any and all forms of Ukrainian nationalism whether in 
the past or the present. This attitude can be both petty 
and illogical, as seen in the following three example, 
First, ne refers in one of his two conference papers м/ 
the greeting ‘Slava Ukrayini (Glory be to Ukraine)’ in 
a negative way because the Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists and the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (which 
Katchanovski wrongly conflates as “OUN-UPA”) 
used it in the 1930s and 1940s. Katchanovski implies 
that because this greeting was used on the Euromaid- 
an, it allegedly showed the strong negative influence 
of the “far-right.” Second, Katehanovski compares 
the alleged cover up of Euromaidan and “far-right” 
“shooters” to what took place in Odesa in May when 
42 pro-Russian activists died in a fire. Third, he ties 
the alleged cover-up of Euromaidan and “far-right” 
“shooters” to misrepresentations about OUN and UPA 
in the “mass killings of Poles and the Nazi-led mass 
murder of Jews’ in World War II.” 

I visited Odesa in October to conduct academic 
research for a book I am writing on eastern Ukraine, 
and I investigated the tragic deaths of pro-Ukrainian 
and pro-Russian protesters. Katchanovski’s views of 
the Odesa deaths dovetail completely with Russia’s, 
and they both ignore the most important detail relating 
to this incident: namely, that unarmed, pro-Ukrainian 
protesters marching peacefully in Odesa were shot 
by pro-Russian supporters from behind police lines 
thereby killing a number of pro-Ukrainians. It was 
only after these killings of pro- -Ukrainian activists that 
the situation on the ground in Odesa escalated into the 
tragic fire in the Trade Union building that killed pro- 
Russian protesters. 

Perhaps it should not come as a surprise that Katcha- 
novski ignores a chronological account of the Odesa 
events provided in a June report from the UN Human 
Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine. This report 
points to a group of pro- -Russian activists who initially 
provoked the violence in the afternoon and reports that 
the first person killed was a pro-Ukrainian unity activist. 
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group expert Halya 
Coynash points out “that, “this is largely ignored by the 
Russian ‘massacre’ lobby’ (including Katchanovski) but 
pivotal to all. But, Katchanovski’s sympathies are only 
with the pro-Russian protesters who died. 

Katchanoyski’s political agenda prompts him to try 
and “prove” that the snipers in the Euromaidan were pile 
marily from the Euromaidan protesters and “far right” 
One of the first questions that springs to mind is, why has 
only Katchanoyski been able to find purported support 
ing evidence if it truly is “publicly available, but unre- 
ported, suppressed, or misrepresented.” As Marples 100 
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‘has pointed out, the photos used in 
Katchanovski’s paper are from vid- 
eds and, therefore, are very blurry. 
This makes it practically impossible 
to see snipers, never mind ascertain 
who they were. There certainly could 
have been some protesters with guns, 
although in all of the videos and pho- 
(105 that I have collected, there are 
only a handful of armed people and 
these are standing among protesters 
on the streets — пої" ‘shooters” firing 
| from roofs and hotel windows. 

‘There are various additional ex- 
Planatory hypotheses for the shoot- 
Vi ings that Katchanovski never even 
considers, such as the chaos that re- 
sults during pitched battles or the col- 
lateral damage that results from the 
actions of different police, Security 
Service (SBU) units and vigilantes 
(some of whom had ties to organized 
crime) involving weapons. Also, the 
possibility of Russian actors is for 
some reason never even entertained 
_ by Katchanovski. Ukayinska Pravda 
journalist Serhiy Leshchenko in his 
new book titled “Mezhyhirya Syn- 
drome” about Yanukovych’s presi- 
dency investigates the influence and 
involvement of President Vladimir 
Putin and Russian intelligence op- 
eratives in Ukraine. Even Putin has 
Ydmitted that his forces assisted in 
Yanukovych’s fleeing from Ukraine. 

A Western journalist in Kyiv that I 
interviewed (who desired to remain 
anonymous) heard from a number of 
sources that some of the snipers were 
from Russia. “One source from the 
presidential administration told me 
several times in December through 
February that Yanukovy ch had 

7 brought in mercenaries from Russia 

Ї ahd had them based somewhere in 
central Kyiv, adding that it was not 
sure what the arrangement was and 
whether Putin had a direct role in 
providing them, but it was clear they 
were ready to shoot at the protestors 
if needed.” The role of “The Family” 
was also a factor in the snipers’ ac- 
tivities and later in the violence in the 
Donbas: “After the sniper shootings 
took place, this source said he heard 
from good sources that Yanukovych’s 
elder son gave the de facto orders to 
shoot. A second oligarch source said 
Yanukovych’s eldest son ‘Sasha’ 
gave the orders to shoot as he was sit- 
ting in the situation room.” On leaked 
intercepts of police radio traffic the 
words “Sasha, Sasha” are audible. 
The Western journalist investigating 
law enforcement officers asked who 
the snipers in black were, and the 
Interior Ministry and SBU claimed 
they were not their men and that they 
didn’t know who they were.” 
__A genuinely “academic” paper 
Would have tried to objectively 
ahalyze and present these different 
scenarios and then in his conclu- 
sions provide and explain what the 
author took to be the most likely 
scenario. Katchanovski instead 
seems to proceed in the opposite 
direction insofar as his paper on the 
massacre caused by snipers appears 
to have reached a foregone conclu- 
sion that is politically driven. 

Still other elements of his paper 
also do not stand up to scrutiny as 
reflected in the following three ex- 
amples. First, Katchanovski criti- 
cizes the prosecutor-general’s of- 
fice for not investigating the mur- 
ders in a thorough manner. But as 
_ is well known, this office is over- 
| manned, incompetent and corrupt, 
_ and it has never been able to in- 
' vestigate high-level crimes such as 
the murder of journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze in 2000 or presidential 
candidate Viktor Yushchenko’s 
poisoning in 2004. Why should the 


Euromaidan murders be any differ- 
ent? Second, Katchanovski makes 
a rather unusual claim for anybody 
studying Ukraine that there is no 
written order by Yanukovych or- 
dering: the killings. But, as is also 
well known, such tactics were the 
norm in the USSR and continue 
in Ukraine with “telefone pravo” 
(telephone law, or orders given 
over the telephone). Orders, and 
especially controversial orders, 
are not written down in societies 
without the rule of law. It is, there- 
fore, not surprising that there is no 
written order as to who sent police 
special forces to repress the Orange 
Revolution on 28 November 2004; 
there is no documentary evidence 
to prove who gave the orders to 
conduct massive election fraud in 
that year’s election; and there are 
no documents to show who gave 
the order to poison former presi- 
dent Yushchenko. 

Third, a conspiracy mindset was 
very deeply ingrained in the for- 
mer USSR and in post-Soviet Rus- 
sia and Ukraine where cover-ups, 
poor investigations and concealed 
evidence are pointed to as evidence 
of the existence of conspiracies. 
Katchanovski’s paper on the snip- 
ers massacre follows in this pattern. 
The conspiracy mindset is heavily 
prevalent in eastern Ukrainian and 
in Russian political culture such 
that Yanukovych, the Party of Re- 
gions, the Communist Party and 
Russian politicians believe that 
the Georgian Rose and Ukrainian 
Orange Revolutions as well as the 
Euromaidan were the supposed 
product of Western backed putschs. 

That Katchanovski’s paper on the 
snipers massacre is politically driven 
may be seen in his conclusion when 
he provides what Marples believes 
is an argument “that appears to fall 
closely into line with the RT ver- 
sion of events disseminated in the 
Russian Federation.” Katchanoyski 
claims the murders of protesters 
“represented a violent overthrow of 
the government in Ukraine and a 
major human rights crime” commit- 
ted by “elements” of the Euromaidan 
and “far-right.” His position ignores 
the crucial detail that the far right did 
not come to power after the Euro- 
maidan came to power, and that they 
lost two pre-term elections in May 
and October 2014. More important- 
ly, Yanukovych had been preparing 
to flee throughout the third week 
of February as can be seen in the 
security camera videos at his Me- 
zhyhirya palace that he left behind. 
His flight from Kyiv was, therefore, 
not in response to a threat expressed 
by Euromaidan activist Volodymyr 
Parasiuk from the Maidan stage — 
who, incidentally, was not a member 
of Pravyy Sektor. Katchanovski (like 
Russian statements and propaganda) 
ignores three other important factors: 
(1) ХапиКоуусі was impeached by a 
vote of 328 to zero by parliament: 
(2) the Party of Regions condemned 
Yanukovych; and (3) Yatseniuk was 
appointed prime minister by a vote 
of 374 to 1. 

As these facts demonstrate beyond 
any doubt, nobody “seized” power, 
and the Euromaidan was not an il- 
legal “putsch.” If a Ukrainian presi- 
dent dies or is incapacitated, there is 
provision in the constitution for the 
parliamentary chairman to become 
“acting president” until new elec- 
tions are held. There is, however, no 
constitutional provision for what ac- 
tion should be taken if the president 
abandons his job! 

The Chair of Ukrainian Studies 
at the University of Ottawa was 
launched a decade ago with the 
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Ottawa U prof parrots Putin line 


initial funding coming from My- 
chailo and Oksana Sosnovsky who, 
Oksana Bashuk-Hepburn has said, 
were “a couple who made the con- 
tribution with the view that the gap 
of knowledge regarding Ukraine’s 
struggle for independence, soy- 
ereignty and territorial integrity 
would be addressed.” Attacks on 
Ukrainian nationalism at the Uni- 
versity of Ottawa is, she adds "а 
perversity of their generosity.” 

The Chair of Ukrainian Studies 
at Ottawa organizes an annual con- 
ference on contemporary Ukrainian 
topics that is funded by the George 
W. Danyliw Foundation. This foun- 
dation has funded various activities 
with which I am personally famil- 
iar, such as the teaching on contem- 
porary Ukraine at the University of 
Toronto (begun by me in 2002 and 
continued by others), the publica- 
tion of a book that I authored on the 
Crimea that was published in 2007 
as well as other academic projects. 
The book on the Crimea was a per- 
sonal request made by George W. 
Danyliw — who was one of the 
main fundraisers for the Chair of 
Ukrainian Studies at the University 
of Toronto—and Professor Peter J. 
Potichnyj intended to counter Rus- 
sian claims to the region. The proj- 
ect was therefore truly visionary in 
the light of Russia’s recent annexa- 
tion of the Crimea. 

In North America, chairs in 
ЮКгаїпіап studies at Harvard and 
Toronto Universities have tradition- 
ally focused on history, language 
and culture as has until recently 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies (CIUS). The University of 
Ottawa’s seminar on contemporary 
Ukraine thus plays a unique role in 
the constellation of Ukrainian stud- 
ies, and it is therefore important to 
get it right. Unfortunately, as one 
longtime observer of the Ottawa 
Chair of Ukrainian Studies told 
me, “In my experience, at the Uni- 
versity of Ottawa conferences the 
organisers appear to have bent over 
backwards to accommodate anti- 
Ukrainian positions even though 
discredited and in a minority.” 

The annual conference at Ottawa 
has become a vehicle for providing 
an academic fig leaf to ideologi- 
cally driven attacks on “Ukrainian 
nationalism” in the writings of in- 
dividuals such as Katchanovski, 
John Paul-Himka, Pers Anders 
Rudling, Anton Shekhovtsov апа, 
to a lesser extent, Andreas Umland, 
all of whom have been frequently 
invited speakers. 

The University of Ottawa’s Chair 
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of Ukrainian Studies annual confer- 
ence on contemporary Ukraine has 
repeatedly ignored paper proposals 
that seek to broaden research to dif- 
ferent types of nationalisms found 
in Ukraine. There has been an over- 
focus on Svoboda, Pravyy Sektor 
and western Ukrainian national- 
ism that serves to deepen biases by 
portraying racism, anti-Semitism, 
anti-gay sentiments and violence 
as linked to one side (Svoboda, 
Pravyy Sektor, and western Ukrai- 
nians). Meanwhile, the kind of far 
more violent and criminal Rus- 
sian and Soviet nationalisms in the 
Donbas, Crimea and elsewhere in 
Ukraine that have led to the deaths 
of over 10, 000 civilians, Ukrai- 
nian soldiers, separatists and Rus- 
sian soldiers and that have resulted 
in over one million people having 
been forced to leave their homes is 
usually altogether ignored. 
Internationally well-known expert 
on crime in the former USSR Mark 
Galeotti wrote recently ‘Crime, es- 
pecially organized crime, has been 
at the heart of the events in Ukraine 
from the start’. Unfortunately, those 
attending the University of Ottawa’s 
Chair of Ukrainian Studies seminar 
on Ukrainian politics would never 
hear that organized crime has any 
role to play in the Donetsk clan, Par- 
ty of Regions, and Donbas separat- 
ism. Аз a general proposition, 
the Party of Regions, its ties to crim- 
inality and the Donbas separatists, 
and Russian nationalism in Ukraine 
are altogether under-researched in 


North American and European аса- 
demic circles. It is, thus, truly para- 
doxical — given, on the one hand, 
the huge import of these phenomena 
for current affairs in Ukraine and, on 
the other hand, their being almost ig- 
nored in academe —to find that these! 
factors and issues are also ignored at 
the annual Chair of Ukrainian Stud: 
ies conference, whose very focus 15, 
Supposed to be on contemporary de-, 
velopments' in Ukraine. Meanwhile,: 

well-known scholars on Ukrainian, 
nationalism and the Party of Regions 
appear to have been blacklisted from! 
giving papers. 

Intolerance is usually found on’ 
the extreme left and right but can 
also be found among academics 
who are traditionally assumed to 
hold liberal views. This is clearly 
seen in how conference subjects 
and speakers are carefully screened 
by the Char of Ukrainian Studies at 
the University of Ottawa to ensure 
one-sided discussions on Ukrain- 
ian nationalism while ignoring 
other forms of extremism and more 
violent nationalisms in Ukraine. 
And it is particularly surpris- 
ing why the University of Ottawa 
provides academic credibility to a 
person such as Katchanovski who 
has a pro-Russian political agenda 
that whose purported analyses have 
nothing in common with academic 
scholarship. 

Dr. Taras Kuzio is a Research As- 
sociate at the Canadian Institute 


jor Ukrainian Studies, University 


of Alberta. 
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“Model af the winning Be 
Design for memorial to victims 
of communism selected 


(UkrNews)—Shelly Glover, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Offi- 
cial Languages, and Jason Kenney, Minister of Employment and Social 
Development and Minister for Multiculturalism, have announced that the 
design presented by ABSTRAKT Studio Architecture (Team Kapusta) of 
Toronto has been selected on the recommendation of a jury of experts for 
the future National Memorial to Victims of Communism, which will be 
located in Canada’s Capital. 

“We are one step closer to building this significant National Memor- 
ial to Victims of Communism. Congratulations to Team Kapusta on pre- 
senting a moving and thought-provoking design. This new landmark in 
the National Capital will become a solemn place to reflect on the impact 
of communism and on the meaning of oppression and freedom,” said 
Glover. 

“Canada has long been a place of peace and refuge, a place to rebuild 
lives for those who have fled communist brutality. The National Memor- 
ial to Victims of Communism will serve as a reminder to future genera- 
tions about communism’s horrendous legacy and Canada’s role as a bea- 
con of freedom. I join with Minister Glover in congratulating the winning 
design team,” added Kenney. 

The submission by ABSTRAKT Studio Architecture (Team Kapusta) 
was selected from among six finalists who were invited to present their 
design concepts to a jury of professionals and to the public as part of a 
national design competition. 

The future National Memorial to Victims of Communism will be prom- 
inently located on Confederation Boulevard (Wellington Street) beside 
the Supreme Court of Canada and Library and Archives Canada, with 
views toward the Peace Tower and other key federal institutions. 

This national memorial will create awareness of the horrors of com- 
munism and pay tribute to the more than 100 million people worldwide 
who perished or suffered under communist tyranny. This new Capital 
landmark will recognize the role Canada has played in offering refuge to 
the millions that left behind torment and oppression for a new beginning 
in a free and democratic country. 

The winning team is led by Janusz Kapusta and is made up of Voytek 
Gorezynski, Architect, OAA and Andrzej Pawlik, Architect 

The concept depicts a “fold of memory” (folded triangular plane) with 
over a hundred million singular pixel-like “memory squares” covering 
the exterior face of the folds. Each represents an individual victim. 

Tribute to Liberty is a Canadian charity uniting dozens of diverse cul- 
tural community organizations from across the country. It was founded in 
2008 to establish a Canadian memorial the victims of communism. 

The National Capital Commission will take on responsibility for the 
construction of the National Memorial to Victims of Communism. Once 
construction is completed, ownership and maintenance of the monument 
will be transferred to Public Works and Government Services Canada. 
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Canadian UGCC bishops 
ereet Nativity of our Lord 


Ed. Note: As of December 19, 2014 we had not yet 
obtained the Pastoral Letter of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of Canada, nor were we able to find it on 
their website. We will publish it in the next issue of 
Ukrainian News after it is released. 

Pastoral letter of the Ukrainian Catholic bishops of 
Canada on the occasion of the Feast of the Nativity 
of our Lord 

To the Reverend Clergy, Religious Women and Men, 
Monastics, Seminarians and Laity 

Christ is Born! Let us Glorify Him! 

Jesus is born in a family with challenges 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in 
this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 
But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him ina dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All 
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall name him Emmanuel,” MT 1:18-23 

It is interesting to reflect on the challenges faced 
by Joseph and Mary regarding their betrothal and 
marriage. We are perhaps more familiar with the crisis 
the Holy Family faced regarding accommodations the 
night when Jesus was born. It is important to keep these 
circumstances in mind when we look at the challenges 
families face today. This is precisely where Christ is 
born. God is with us, in the midst of the challenges 
every family faces. 

The recent Papal Synod focused on this. The Holy 
Father gathered bishops and laity in October 2014 
to prayerfully reflect on the challenges families face 
today as they evangelize one another. The details 
may differ somewhat, but the stress on relationships, 
expectations and the struggle to uphold the dignity 
of every human person remains paramount for every 
family. Patience in mixed marriages, healing addictive 
lifestyles, caring for elderly, finding meaningful 
employment for immigrants, providing pastoral care 
for the divorce, separated and abused are just some 
of these challenges. However, the joy of experiencing 
gospel values is found in the family where members 
address these needs with compassion, making visible 
Christ who is among us through one another. These 
expressions of compassion are in fact encounters with 
Christ for Christ is among us! 

Jesus is born in a parish with challenges 


This is true for the families that are the basis for our 
parishes today. This is true for our parish families that 
have reflected on being vibrant. Patriarch Sviatoslay, 
in his pastoral letter entitled The Vibrant Parish — А 
place to encounter the living Christ, calls all of us to 
make this a reality in our Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church. We will bring the fruit of our reflection and 
best practices in order to share them with others at 
the Patriarchal Sobor planned in Ivano-Frankivsk, 
Ukraine this coming August in 2015. In particular, 
we prayerfully keep in mind the challenges families 
and parishes face with the ongoing war in Ukraine, 
Efforts to defend human dignity have had devastating 
consequences, yet in sharp contrast, people continue 
to discover the deeper joy of doing God’s will. In some 
cases ecclesiastical property has been taken over by 
pro-Russian forces. However, prayerful expressions 
of hope abound. Providing basic needs of water, food | 
and shelter become concrete actions of evangelization 
and parishes have never been more vibrant. Faithful 
from around the globe give material, financial and 
spiritual support to those in Ukraine who are at the 
center of our people defending human dignity. 

Pope Francis says this clearly in his Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium: “The parish is 
the presence of the Church in a given territory, an | 
environment for hearing God’s word, for growth 
in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, 
charitable outreach, worship and celebration”. 

So then, who are today’s shepherds and kings that 
come to encounter Christ at your parish? Let us look 
to the Mother of God, the Theotokos, for inspiration 
and guidance since every parishioner and each parish 
is called to give birth to Christ. May our parishes 
be mangers that provide a place for all people to 
encounter the living Christ. 

This Christmas, Pope Francis, together with all 
your bishops and pastors, pray for you, your families | 
and your parishes, that they be places to encounter the” 
living Christ, for the wise, the poor and all those who 
face challenges in life. 

The blessing of the Lord be upon you! 

Christ is born! Let us glorify Him! 

Sincerely in Christ, 

+Lawrence Huculak, OSBM Metropolitan 
Archbishop of Winnipeg 

+Michael Wiwchar, CSsR Eparch Emeritus of 
Saskatoon 

+Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM Eparch Emeritus of 
New Westminster 

+David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton 
+Stephen Chmilar, Eparchial Bishop of Toronto 
+Ken Nowakowski, Eparchial Bishop of New 
Westminster 

+Bryan Bayda, CSsR Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon 
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Metropolitan Yury 


(UkrNews)—Peter Goldring, Member of Parliament for Edmonton 
East, recently concluded a very productive meeting with Metropolitan 
Yurij, head of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada. 

This encounter culminates a series of meetings with religious and pol- 
itical leaders, and academia, held across Canada and in New York City 
in preparation for Goldring’s main visit as a Government of Canada Spe 
cial Emissary to Kyiv, Kharkiv, and Istanbul, where he will represent the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Goldring will be following up on the recommendations he made to the 
Prime Minister following his previous Mission to Ukraine in May 2014, 
when he evaluated the situation in the region surrounding Crimea. There 
he assessed the ability of Crimeans to exercise their voting rights, as well 
as the concerns of cultural and religious communities relating to the on- 
going crisis. Two recommendations were as follows: 

¢ The government must examine and address national concerns for the 
importance of a pan-Ukraine Orthodox Patriarch to minimize outside 1п- 
fluences and re-establish Kyiv’s religious supremacy as the birthplace of 
Orthodoxy. } 

* An emissary should be sent to Turkey to meet with the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople, Bartholomew I, to discuss the direction of 
the Orthodox Churches and to work to better understand Orthodoxy 5 
political influences. 

Goldring’s initiative is fully supported by the Minister of Foreign Af 
fairs, the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development, and the 
Prime Minister and has completed preliminary work in Canada and the 
United States leading to his working Constantinople Mission abroad. 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські вісті, Dec. 22, 2014 - Jan. 14, 2015, 22 грудня, 2014 - 14 січня, 2015 9 


Canada not yet ready 
to provide lethal aid 


(UkrNews)}—Canada is not yet ready to 
provide lethal aid to Ukraine in its battle 
against pro-Russian terrorists in the Donbas, 
says Defence Minister Rob Nicholson. 

“No decision has been made on that and ... 
the equipment we are sending over right now 
is in direct response to the requests that they 
indicated of the type of equipment that they 
needed,” he said during a media teleconfer- 
ence, Dec. 18. 

“Tf there are further requests from Ukraine 
the door is open and we will certainly con- 
sider that, but at this point in time we are re- 
sponding to the requests that they have made 
to us,” he added. 

Nicholson was responding to a question 
from Ukrainian News Editor Marco Levyt- 
sky who noted that the U.S. Congress had 
recently authorized $350 million of defence 
articles for Ukraine’s military, including 
anti-tank and anti-armour weapons, ammu- 
nition, and surveillance drones. 

Nov. 28 James Bezan, Nicholson’s Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Minister of Nation- 
al Defence delivered the latest shipment of 
non-lethal military equipment and gear from 
the Canadian Armed Forces to the Ukrainian 
Security Forces. 

The donated military included equipment 
such as tactical communications systems, 
explosive ordinance disposal equipment, 
tactical medical kits and night’ vision gog- 
gles. 

The donation from National Defence, 
deemed surplus by the Canadian Armed 
Forces, included approximately 30,000 
coats, 30,000 pairs of pants, 70,000 pairs of 


Gore-Tex boots and 4,500 pairs of gloves. 

Levytsky also asked Nicholson about ex- 
tending Canada’s sanctions to include Igor 
Sechin of Rosneft, Sergey Chemezov of 
Rostee and Viktor Yakunin of Russian Rail- 
ways, all three of whom are on U.S. lists. 

Nicholson replied that Canada’s sanctions 
are as extensive as anywhere in the Western 
world “and we continue to look at this on an 
ongoing basis to make this as effective as 
possible”. 

Asked by New Pathway Editor Yuri Bilin- 
sky how Canada can ensure the equipment it 
provides Ukraine gets into the right places, 
Nicholson replied that when he visited Kyiv 
earlier that month he was impressed by the 
amount of work that goes into ensuring that 
it does. 

“There is a group of volunteers who have 
no financial or other interest in this other 
than to ensure that equipment (gets into the 
right places). They even filmed the Canadian 
equipment coming off the plane and filmed it 
on its way and its delivery to the troops,” he 
said. 

Oksana Bashuk-Hepburn of The Ukrain- 
ian Weekly asked about listing the terrorists 
in Luhansk and Donetsk as terrorist organiz- 
ations. Nicholson said Canada is continuing 
to look at these things on an ongoing basis. 

Myroslav Petriw of Ukrainian Vancouver 
asked about Canada’s training of Ukrainian 
military personnel. Nicholson said the train- 
ing is not just confined to military police, but 
also medical personnel and a wide range of 
areas where the two countries are cooperat- 


ing. 
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| Call us about our 
Winter Savings 


Happy Holidays from the staff, 
managers and board of directors 
of Servus Credit Union. 


Веселих Свят бажають 
працівники, управителі, та Рада 
Директорів Кредитової Спілки 
«Сервус» : 


Delton branch 
12809 = 82 Street 
780.496.2100 
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захист кордонів - найголовніший 
пріоритет, тож на армії держава 
не економитиме. Міністр оборо- 
ни Степан Полторак претендує 
на 50 мільярдів гривень. За 
цей кошт планується рефор- 
мувати міністерство, закупити 
нову техніку та виробляти своє 
озброєння, а також укріпити 
кордон із Росією. Також уряд 


УКРАЇНСЬКА КРЕДИТОВА СПІЛКА ЛИМИТЕД ВІТАЄ ВСІХ 


З НАГОДИ РІЗДВЯНИХ СВЯТ | НАСТУПАЮЧОГО НОВОГО 2015 РОКУ, 
ЧЛЕНИ РАДИ ДИРЕКТОРІВ | ПРАЦІВНИКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ КРЕДИТОВОЇ СПІЛКИ 
ЩИРО БАЖАЮТЬ ВАМ ЗДОРОВ'Я, РАДОСТІ, ТА СПОВНЕННЯ ВСІХ МРІЙ. 


Веб-сайт 
www.ukrainiancu.com 
www.ucublu.com 


Інформаційний Центр 
416.922.4407 
800.461.0777 
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рУТА 


мумачний аблмуму 


етно 


пропонує Україні орієнтуватись 
на вступ до НАТО, зокрема, 
військові | мають поступово 
переймати стандарти роботи 
Північноатлантичного альянсу. 

Яценюк, презентуючи  про- 
граму дій уряду, зауважив: 
суверенітет та цілісність держа- 
ви наразі є ключовою цінністю. 
Він також обіцяє, що на обороні 
економити не можна, Втім бе- 
ручи до уваги, що дефіцит май- 
бутнього бюджету складатиме 
близько 50 мільярдів гривень, 
усе і відразу профінансувати не 
вдасться. 

План дій уряду передбачає, 
що на оборонну і правоохорон- 
ну діяльність разом витратять 
до 5% ВВП. Зокрема, міністр 
оборони Степан Полторак уже 
пропонує виділити Міноборони 
50 мільярдів гривень на потреби 
армії. 

«Бюджет минулого року ста- 
новив 15 мільярдів i 11 мільярдів 
із резервного фонду. Гаранто- 
ваний бюджет на наступних рік 
становить 50 мільярдів - це те, 
що пропонує Міністерство обо- 
рони», - сказав міністр. 

За його словами, кошти підуть 
на створення нових частин i 
підрозділів, сил спеціальних 
операцій, чотирьох  оператив- 
них командувань для управління 
ЗСУ за територіальним прин- 
ципом. На закупівлю військової 
техніки й озброєння передбаче- 
но 6,45 мільярда гривень, із них 
в українського виробника - 5,7 
мільярда. 

Гроші з держбюджету ма- 
ють іти, в першу чергу, на 
фортифікаційні, тобто оборонні 
споруди - повідомив у коментарі 
Радіо Свобода депутат від 
«Самопомочі» та комбат бата- 
льйону «Донбас» Семен Семен- 
ченко. 

«Тобто почати виробляти те 
озброєння, перш за все, яке ми 
просимо у Заходу, проте мо- 
жемо виробляти тут у себе на 
батьківщині. Та перш за все, 
слід припинити ту корупцію то- 
тальну, яка, на жаль, «проїла» 1 
військову галузь також», - додає 


Нова політика безпеки: 


Хвиля мобілізації, захищений кордон та НАТО 


командир «Донбасу». 

Окрім того, необхідно подбати 
про соціальні виплати бійцям, 
пораненим та родинам загиблих 
військових. Також, додає Ce- 
менченко, у бюджеті має бути 
закладено достатньо коштів на 
матеріально-технічне  забезпе- 
чення армії. 

Абизміцнитиобороноздатність 
та провести військову рефор- 
му з урахуванням досвіду АТО, 
уряд пропонує низку нагальних 
кроків. Перш за все, міністр обо- 
рони Степан Полторак анонсує 
реформування самих Збройних 
Сил. 

«Зміни будуть відбуватися 
і в міністерстві оборони. До 
кінця року буде створена нова 
система, нова структура. I весь 
особовий склад міністерства 
оборони пройде відповідну 
переатестацію, у тому числі i 
управління розвідкою», — TOBO- 
рить Полторак. 

У коаліційній угоді багато ува- 
ги приділили тому, наскільки у 
часи війни важливі розвідка та 
боротьба з диверсантами. Окрім 
того, уряд має намір сприяти 
внутрішньому опору на окупова- 
них територіях Україні. 

Захищений кордон - ще один 
із топ-пріоритетів Міністерства 
оборони. Зокрема, держава 
планує сформувати сили негай- 
ного реагування, аби прикривати 
кордон у разі збройної агресії. 
Також звернуть увагу на резервні 
війська | «для територіальної 
оборони з метою відновлення 
суверенітету та територіальної 
цілісності держави». 

Окрім того, в коаліційній угоді 
зазначено po - «нарощування 
бойового потенціалу»  Зброй- 
них Сил. Полторак, виступаючи 
у Верховній Раді, уже анонсу- 
вав, що планується призвати 
на строкову службу до армії 
40 тисяч осіб і ще 10,5 тисяч 
військовослужбовцям  запропо- 
нують контрактну службу. Во- 
дночас, Арсеній Яценюк заявляв, 
що зараз не час для контрактної 
служби, аби у воєнний час - «це 


розкіш». 
У програмі дій уряду декла- 
руються | позаблоковий  ста- 


тус України. Окрім того, що 
армія мусить перейняти стан- 
дарти НАТО, адаптуючи їх 
до досвіду АТО. Стандарти 
Північноатлантичного альян- 
су - поняття об'ємне. Зокрема, 
країни-члени мають уніфіковані 
вимоги до символіки, військових 
кораблів, комунікації та зброї. 

Вступ до НАТО передбачає 
докорінні зміни того, як живе 
держава - зазначає у коментарі 
Радіо Свобода директор депар- 
таменту політики i комунікації 
Міністерства закордонних справ 
Олексій Макєєв. За його сло- 
вами, держава-член альянсу 
- це «держава з розвиненими 
Збройними Силами, держава, 
яка здатна захищати себе і собі 
подібних». 

«Підготовка до того, щоб наші 
хлопці могли співпрацювати | 


виконувати завдання разом 13 
військовими польськими, аме- 
риканськими, англійськими. 


Ця задача перетворить країну і 
Збройні Сили, в решті решт», - 
говорить він. 

Макєєв додає, що співпраця 
з НАТО важлива також для 
того, аби східняки не вбачали в 
альянсі загрозу. 
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Христос Раждається! Christ Is Born! 
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PHOTOS — DOYLE С. MARKO, ОСМРНОТОСВАРНУ 
Vinok perform the Hassidie Chanukah number 


Vinok celebrates 25 years 


Extend your holiday season by joining us for 
Ukrainian Christmas Eve served in the 
Conference Centre and the Hotel. 


(UkrNews)—Vinok celebrated its 
25" anniversary this year with both 
a special black tie Anniversary Gala, 
November 15, and their continued 
tradition of Christmas Around the 
World, November 16 - 20. 

“The Gala was a wonderful way 
to celebrate 25 years of Vinok, and 
there were so many surprises that 
night,” says Vinok’s Artistic Direc- 
tor Leanne Koziak. 

“We were very honoured to re- 
ceive a plaque from the Honour- 
able Gene Zwozdesky commem- 
orating the occasion. It was also 
very special to have Father Edward 
Evanko, who was the first host of 
Christmas Around the World, grace 
us with his beautiful voice. The 
toom was beautiful and the patrons 
of the gala raved about the different 
format - it was very successful!” 

Christmas Around the World 
was another delight this year with 
Vinok bringing back many of its 
favourites including dances from 
Croatia, Spain, Mexico, America, 
Germany, Bulgaria, Slovakia, Ro- 
mania and Peru. 

For this year’s performances 
Vinok added two new members to 
the cast, Robert Halley and Dario 
Charles. They joined the returning 
dancers — Leanne Koziak, Taisa 
Marko, Paige Tirs, Katie Calverley, 
Francis Mayrand Stano Giertl, Da- 
mian Rudiak and Inés Castafieda. 


Another addition was Bruce De- 
tow who replaced long-time host 
Timothy Anderson for this year’s 
performances. Derow, an accom- 
plished singer and choir director 
whose experience includes opera 
and musical theatre, brought a 
whole new dimension to this year’s 
show with his astonishing voice. 
One particular highlight was his 
rendition of the Ukrainian “Spy 
Isusy, Spy (Sleep, Jesus, Sleep)” 

“We were thrilled to have Boris 
Derow as our host this year — he is 
entertaining and has such a beauti- 
ful voice. Although the dances in 
the program change every year, we 
wanted to make the production over- 
all a little different. We added some 
videos with the performers sharing 
their memories of Christmas Around 
the World and their personal Christ- 
mas traditions. I think it was a great 
addition to the show.” 

Returning this year, was Fla- 
menco guitar protégé — 7 year-old 
Harry Knight. In a new twist, Harry 
accompanied Vinok’s dancers for 
their Flamenco number. 

For the other numbers the regular 
team of musicians provided an ex- 
uberant accompaniment. They are: 
Moni Mathew, John Calverley, Dianne 
Tebby, Tim Rutter, and Don Ross. 

Over the past 25 years Vinok has 
performed nearly 1500 perform- 
ances, and dances from 60 cultures 


to audiences across North America. 
They have had the privilege to tour 
Canada from east coast to west, 
from northern Canada to the south- 
em United States and internation- 
ally to Dubai and Taiwan. 

Next on the agenda for the 
group, often referred to as “Can- 
ada’s United Nations of Dance”, is 
their Mardi Gras in February. 

“We are already at work prepar- 
ing for this year’s Mardi Gras. This 
year it takes place on Valentine’s 
Day, so we are adding in a few 
more romantic dance styles, such 
as the Argentine Tango. However, 
it will still encompass the crazy 
party atmosphere of New Orleans, 
with all of the food, music, dance 
and culture that great city has to of- 
fer,” says Koziak 


Ukrainian Christmas Eve Buffet 
Tuesday, January 6, 2015 
Entertainment by the 
St. Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble 
AXIOS Men’s Choir 


Conference Centre reservations 


780.453.6504 - 


Hotel reservations 


780.453.6508 


Ukrainian products available at 
Chateau Louis Liquor Store 


All our Liquor Store prices include deposit & GST! 


11727 Kingsway NW, Edmonton AB T5G 3A1 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 


10:00am - 2:00PM 


n Cultural Heritage Village 


the Ukrainian Christmas 
season at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village with one of the most important 
holidays of the Eastern Rite. 


Food services provided by the 
Friends of the Ukrainian Village Society 


Admission is charged | Activities subject to 
change due to inclement we: if. 


Ss 78С 662.3640 1 25 minutes east of Edmonton on H 


ukrainianvillage.ca 


Bulgarian dance 


Mberton 


Найкращі побажання 
з нагоди Різдва Христового 
та Нового Року! 


(UkrNews}—The sixth Model 
Ukraine Conference, held at the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in 
Lviv, Noy. 29-30, charted a new 


the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Program. 

The Conference participants 
launched the following initiatives: 
Dnipro Institute for Pro-European 
Government and Parliament; Kha- 
rkiv Institute for Study of Lustra- 
tion and Anti-Corruption; Black 
Sea Institute for Study of Market 
Economy; Lviv Institute for Stu- 
dy of European Integration; Kyiv 


Empires and their Impact of Civi- 
lizations. 

Members of these committees 
met on the second day of the con- 
ference and began the process to 
prepare reports and recommen- 
dations in those areas of study 
which will then be presented at the 
next Model Ukraine conference 
scheduled to be held at the Ostrih 
Academy in Ostrih, Rivne Oblast, 
Ukraine in the fall of 2015. 

“The response to the newly es- 
tablished Institutes and the Profes- 


Petro Jacyk Education Foundation 
Tel: 905-238-0467 
www. petro-jacyk-foundation.org 


- e-mail: pjef@belinet.ca г. 
Dp 


elivering intelligent energy 
) Canadian communities 


2rmal, Solar and Bag 
nergy development by visiting 
www.northlandpower.ca. 


Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival 
50th Anniversary, Dauphin, Manitoba 
July 31st, August ist, August 2nd, 2015 
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Early Bird Sale - Adult Weekend 


Passes $75 (+GST) 
December ‘st, 2014 - January 6th, 2015 


Children 13 & under free when 
accompanied by an adult 


To order tickets call Toll Free 1-877-474-2683 or 
Visit the website at www.cnuf.ca to order on-line 


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Веселого Різдва 
i Щасливого Нового Року! 


course for members and alumni of 


Institute for Study of Legacies of 
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Model Ukraine 2014 Conference 
charts new course for CUPP 


Thor Bardyn 


sional Government initiative was 
very positive and reflected the suc- 
cess of the Conference,” said Con- 
ference Chair Dr. Antin Kushnir. 

CUPP is a parliamentary Intern- 
ship Program established in 1991 
with the approval of the Speaker 
of the House of Commons. It gives 
Ukrainian students an opportunity 
to work and study in the Canadian 
Parliament, and gain experience 
with Canadian democracy and the 
Westminster style of government. 

In 2014, 33 students from univer- 
sities in Austria, Belgium, Finland, 
Italy, Israel, Netherlands, Poland, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom and 
Ukraine completed a two-month 
internship in the House of Com- 
mons. 

Almost 200 CUPP alumni and 
guests attended the first day of the 
conference and heard from speak- 
ers who came from Canada, the 
USA, Hungary, Germany, United 
Kingdom, Latvia, Russia and 
Ukraine. 

The issues of Lustration and Cor- 


| tuption; Market Economy; Europe- 


an Integration; and Pro-European 
President and Parliament were the 
four main topics of the Confer- 
ence, which went under the title of 
“Ukraine. A Future in a Neighbour- 
hood of Civil and Uncivil Societ- 
ies”.. 

Opening remarks were delivered 
by Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovy, 
UCU Rector Fr. Bohdan Prach, 
Deputy Head of Lviv Oblast Coun- 
cil Valeriy Piatak, Embassy of 
Canada Political Counselor Anne 
Mattson Gauss, Honourary Consul 
of Canada to Lviv Dr. Oksana Vyn- 
nytska and the Director and Found- 
er of CUPP, thor Bardyn. 

Among the speakers was newly 
elected Deputy Alona Shkrum of 
the Batkivshchyna Party, a CUPP 
alumnus who served with NDP 
MP Peter Julian (Burnaby-New 
Westminster), stressed the import- 
ance of civil society and the need 
to choose a Ukrainian government 


Dr. Oksana Vynnytska 
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on a professional basis. 

She added that anti-corruption 
measures have to be a top priority 
and that “without peace in Ukraine 
there will be no peace in Europe.” 

Another newly-elected deputy 
who spoke was Oksana Yurynets 
of the Petro Poroshenko Bloc, who 
noted Ukraine should learn from 
the Polish experience in the Euro- 
integration process. 

A notable presentation was that 
of Mariana Budjeryn, a PhD can- 
didate at the Doctoral School of 
Political Seience, Public Policy 
and International Relations at the 
Central European University in 
Budapest. 

She noted that Ukraine — be- 
ing caught between Russia and the 
West is diplomatically isolated and 
needs to develop a concerted pro- 
active diplomatic strategy aimed at 
building long-term strategic part- 
nerships. 

She also noted that Ukraine can- 
not expect entitlement from the 
West dues to the sacrifices at Mai- 
dan because it simply won't be 
forthcoming. 

When asked by Ukrainian News 
Editor Marco Levytsky whether 
Ukraine could expect entitlement 
instead from the Budapest Memo- 
randum under which the country 
gave up its nuclear weapons in 
1994, Budjeryn, who is currently 
researching a dissertation on pol- 
itics of nuclear disarmament in 


Oksana Yurynets 
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Model Ukraine 2014 Conference | Ukraine, Georgia may get 


charts new course for CUPP 


Ukraine, Belarus and Kazakh- 
stan following the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, replied that the West 
does have a moral responsibility to 
assist Ukraine against Russian ag- 
gression because of the immense 
diplomatic pressure that was put on 
Ukraine by Western nations during 
the disarmament negotiations. 

Levytsky, who himself was a late 
entry on the speaker list addressed 
Canada’s relations with Ukraine, 
noting that while the government 
was strong on rhetoric it was se- 
lective in its sanctions, noting the 
exclusion of Igor Sechin of Ros- 
neft, Sergey Chemezov of Rostec 
and Viktor Yakunin of Russian 
Railways, all three of whom are 
on U.S. lists, from Canadian sanc- 
tions. 

While he commended the goy- 
егатепі for its shipment of winter 
gear for Ukraine’s soldiers, which 
arrived in Kyiv the previous day, 
he stressed that Ukraine really 
needs lethal weapons especially as 
Russia was supplying the terrorists 
with high tech weapons of such so- 
phistication “that they are able to 
shoot a passenger airplane out of 
the sky at 10,000 metres”. 

Levytsky also addressed the need 
for political reform in Ukraine in- 
cluding allowing legislation to pass 
by votes for and against instead of 
the absolute majority of 226 cur- 
rently required, reverting to the 
proportional list for all deputies 
and decentralizing power. 

Another Canadian, Dr. Taras 
Kuzio, a Toronto-based Research 
Associate at the Canadian Institute 
for Ukrainian Studies, University 


об Alberta, questioned President 
Petro Poroshenko’s commitment to 


anti-corruption reform in Ukraine 


and stressed the need to remove 
parliamentary immunity and start 
immediate criminal proceedings 
against corrupt politicians and 
those guilty of crimes against the 
people at Maidan. 

University of Toronto Professor 
Paul Magocsi delivered the keynote 
address on the subject of Carpatho- 
Rusyns. He noted that Carpatho- 
Rusyns desire to be recognized as a 
distinct ethnic minority in Ukraine 
and should be allowed autonomy, 
but have no desire to separate. 

Other speakers included Oleh 
Bereziuk, Dmytro Natalukha, 
Oleg Naumenko, Elina Shysh- 
kina, Oleksandr Zheka, Oleksandra 
Brovko, Yaroslav Rushchyshyn, 
Vitaliy Shabunin, Yuriy Soshenko 
and Oleh Honcharenko. 
Moderators included Iryna Dobro- 
horska, Oleksiy Kovalenko, Yuri 
Kushnir, Pavlo Sorokin, Markiyan 
Malskyy, Petro Zalizniak, Andriy 
Zavialov, and Stanislava Tsar- 


kovsa. 
Previous conferences were held 
at the Elliott School of Internation- 


PHOTO — VOLODYMYR PETROV 


Lubomyr Cardinal Низаг (L) and Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk. 


Boosting Ukraine’s future 


(Kyiv Post)—The Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv raised two 
million hrvynias ($125,000) — about 3 percent of the annual budget of $4 
million — at its Seventh Annual Fundraising Dinner and Silent Auction at 
the Fairmont Grand Hotel in Kyiv on Dec. 6. 

“The Kyiv event is vital for UCU for a number of reasons,” said Bish- 
op Borys Gudziak, the president of the university with 1,600 students and 
400 faculty and staff. “First, we believe that the university’s academic 
style and corporative model should be brought to the capital arid shared 
throughout the country. They are high quality, radically creative, trans- 
parent and inspiring.” 

Gudziak said the university’s “mission of dignity” is a laboratory for 
Ukrainian social responsibility and higher education reform. “We want 
to be fully accountable by reporting to donors on how their generous 
support is being used. We want to express our gratitude and encourage 
donors to continue and expand their support.” 

But the event is more than just about raising money, he said. 

“Like in the past years, even more so at a time of trial and fatigue for 
us all, the Kyiv event was an opportunity for friends to meet and encour- 
age each other for the challenges ahead. The atmosphere was warm and 
rousing. We were all bolstered to continue our work forming a new gen- 
eration and forging a new Ukraine.” 


Mariana Budjeryn 


al Affairs, George Washington Uni- 
versity, Washington DC (2010), 
the University of Ottawa (2010), 
New College & St. Antony’s Col- 
lege, University of Oxford, United 
Kingdom (2011), the National Uni- 
versity of Kyiv Mohyla Academy, 
Kyiv (2012) and the Government 
Conference Centre, Ottawa, 2013). 
CUPP has been supported by the 
Uksainian Diaspora in Canada and 
the USA. Regretfully the Endow- 
ment Fund which sustained the 
CUPP Program will be exhaust- 
ed in 2015 and after 25 years the 
CUPP program which has received 
recognition by Members of Parlia- 
ment and political scientists may 
come to an end unless new fund- 
ing is found for the program. The 
Program’s founder and only direc- 
tor Thor Bardyn is doing his best to 
secure funding for the program for 
another 25 years. CUPP Alumni 
are campaigning to establish a new 
Endowment Fund. 
See also page 17 
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visa-free regime with EU 


(RFE/RL)—Latvian Foreign Minister Edgars Rinkevics has said that 
the EU might grant both Georgians and Ukrainians visa-free access to the 
EU’s Schengen zone next year. 

Rinkevics, whose country takes over the EU’s rotating presidency 
in January 2015, told RFE/RL on December 16 that both Ukraine and 
Georgia had a chance to get visa liberalization at the Eastern Partnership 
summit in Riga in May next year. 

He noted, “in my ideal world there is at least one or maybe even 
more than one Eastern partner where the visa-liberalization program is 
enhanced and introduced,” noting that Ukraine is lagging a bit behind for 
purely technical reasons. 

The countries have to undertake several reforms, such as increased 


judicial cooperation with the EU, before being granted visa-free travel. 


Moldovans in April were granted visa-free travel to the Schengen zone, 
which consists of 22 of the 28 EU member states and non-EU Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland. 


Wishing everyone health, 
happiness, and prosperity 
in the New Year! 


| Janice Sarich 
MLA 


|EDMONTON-DECORE 


The Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation is grateful to its donors in Canada for their support of 
the Ukrainian Catholic University throughout the year. 


Now, more than ever, our Church and society in Ukraine require a new generation of faithful, talented 
and highly educated leaders. Thanks to your generosity and giving spirit, we are confident that the 
Comprehensive Campaign for the construction of a new campus and the creation of new programs at UCU 


in Lviv will reach its goal by 2 


2016. Your continued generosity will allow UCU to form and educate 
"А New Generation for a New Ukraine”! 


Thank you, dear friends for supporting the Comprehensive Campaign of the Ukrainian Catholic 


University. Blessings to you and 


дна Сатноцс Ериєвлюм Founpation (CANADA) 


yours during this holiday season! 


e: wyewucef 
г муумацісеї ого 


All the best to you 
and yours for a magical holiday season 


Христос Раждається ! 
Darka, Stephanie, and Kate 
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Review by Cheryl Balay 
The Ukrainian Male Chorus of 
Edmonton presented their “A Fes- 
tive Mosaic” concert on December 
а 6 at McDougall United Church in 
зи Edmonton. This event continues 
to be a holiday favourite, with the 
Male Chorus collaborating with 
other musical groups to bring the 
wider musical community together 
and even engaging the audience in 
performance with carol singing. 


— 101-7,World FM and St.Johnis institute — 
in partnership with Yuriy.Kus, Meest Productions 
present: 

РІККАВОІУЗ'КА TERTSIA 


«ПІККАРДІЙСЬКА 
ТЕРЦІЯ» 


Saturday, January 17th, 2015 
2:00 pm 


Jubilee Auditorium, Edmonton AB 


Purchase your Tickets at Ticketmaster 
http://www.ticketmaster.ca/event/11004D7BAB6679E4 
For more information, call St. John’s at 780.439.2320 

information: 
www,.worldfm.ca | www.stjohnsinstitute.com 
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Soprano soloist: Nola Shantz 


In its 30" anniversary year, the 
Ukrainian Male Chorus showed 
its solid mastery of their chosen 
music. Under the able direction 
of Orest Soltykevych the Chorus 
continues to grow. Their use of 
varied dynamics is impressive. 
Their energy, precision and beauty 
of sound move the songs easily 
through nuances from tenderness 
to joy, always with a command- 
ing presence. The concert was 
anchored by this remarkable host 
ensemble, book-ending the concert 
with their opening and closing sets. 
The 33 singers carolled through the 
audience on their way to the stage 
with Dobriy Vechir Tobi (Good 
Evening, O Master) used as a pro- 
cessional. Orest Soltykevych made 
everyone at home, explaining, that 
the message of Christmas is uni- 
versal. He invited the audience to 
rise for that first number, as is trad- 
itional to show their respect, before 
launching into an array of Ukrain- 
ian carols mainly from the late 19" 
century/early 20" century. 

The inclusion of guest artist 
soprano Nola Shantz was _ bril- 
liant. Her participation with the 
Ukrainian Male Chorus in Andriy 
Hnatyshyn’s “Ave Maria” as once 
arranged by Willi Zwozdesky was 
memorable. The arrangement of 
Adolphe Adam’s quintessential 
Christmas song “O Holy Night” 
let Shantz’s operatic voice soar. It 
was breathtaking and comforting 
to hear well-known solo repertoire 
performed so admirably. 

Edmonton’s Ritchie Trombone 
Choir, a group of 10 trombonists 
with their conductor Ken Pearce, 
brought with them a flare for fun. 
All eight of their selections were 
well known seasonal tunes, in- 
cluding a particularly enjoyable 
arrangement of “Deck The Halls” 
and an homage to the heyday of 
trombone playing with a Pederson 
arrangement of “We Three Kings”. 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
showed the nicest balance and 
cleanest chords of the evening’s 
trombones, and certainly, Elkjer’s 
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The Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton with the and Edmonton Youth Choir the Ritchie Trombone Choir 


Festive Mosaic always a treasure 


arrangement of Leontovych’s 
“Carol of the Bells” was a nod 
much appreciated by the Ukrain- 
ian-based crowd. We were told 
that the trombone has been around 
since the 1500’s and who wouldn’t 
love an entertaining round of trom- 
bone music! 

In its 30 year history, the Ukrain- 
ian Male Chorus has had many 
highlights, including their appear- 
ance at Expo "86, their 1996 ар- 
pearance at the International Choral 
Festival, their 2002 trip to Poland 
and Ukraine, 2008 tour to Australia 
and their return to Ukraine in 2011. 
They have produced four record- 
ings and have appeared with the 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
four times. Just last summer, the 
Chorus was in Austria, after pla- 
cing in the World Choir Games 
held in Riga, Latvia. It was in Lat- 
via that the Chorus first met the re- 
markable Edmonton Youth Chotr, 
also competing at the Games. 

This fine Edmonton Youth Choir 
became one of the invited guests at 
“A Festive Mosaic”. Conductor Dr. 
John Wiebe led his award-winning 
group through five pieces. His 33 
singers aged 15 to 24, showed great 
confidence, with all of their pieces 
sung by memory. They made the 
best use of the historic venue at 
McDougall United Church, begin- 
ning their first piece, “Gaudete! 
Christus est natus”, with the 19 
female voices singing from the 
balcony and the 14 male voices on 
stage. Throughout their five pieces 
they held their parts and demon- 
strated nice technique while show- 
ing various choral positions chosen 
specifically for their different 
songs. With selections from lively 
and rhythmic to hauntingly ether- 
eal and repertoire from the 1500’s 
to the present, these young voices 
brought much to be applauded. 
They even sang Canadian Gordon 
Lightfoot’s “Song for a Winter’s 
Night”, but it was “Yuletide Fires” 
by Diane Loomer which was the 
most touching number. 

While the audience was invited 
to sing in a number of carols in 
English, many in the audience were 
also at least mouthing the words, if 
not quietly singing along during 
portions of the all-Ukrainian rep- 
ertoire performed by the Ukrainian 
Male Chorus. The soloists within 
the Male Chorus deserve special 
praise: Bohdan Jereniuk for his 
work on Josyf Kyshakevych’s de- 
manding piece “Z namy Boh” (God 
is with Us) and Peter Tarnawsky 
in the meaningful “Ne Plach, Ra- 
khyle” (Do Not Weep, Rachel) as 
arranged by Mykola Kolessa. 

The final collaboration, with all 
groups and audience making music 
together was a fitting way to add more 
“Joy to the World”. Bravo, Ukrainian 
Male Chorus of Edmonton! 
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Peter and Geraldine Shostak Gallery 
to open in new UCAMA Museum 


(UCAMA)—Peter Shostak and 
his wife Geraldine have been and 
continue to be ardent and long-time 
supporters of the work to which 
Ukrainian Canadian Archives and 
Museum of Alberta (UCAMA) as- 
pires. Peter Shostak has pledged his 
archives related to his work, along 
with a sizeable collection of seri- 
graphs and paintings to UCAMA. 
He has donated $100,000 worth 
of his serigraphs, lithographs, and 
limited edition prints to UCAMA 
for fundraising purposes. The 
funds raised through this effort are 
intended to go toward the capital 
project of completing the restora- 
tion of the historic Lodge hotel. 
Once the museum is completed 
Peter Shostak will additionally do- 
nate his signature original painting, 
“Was that your Baba’s coat?” 

Asa very tangible part of his sup- 
port for UCAMA, Peter’s wish is to 
have a Peter and Geraldine Shostak 
Gallery in the new museum. The 
intention is for the gallery to be 
funded by sponsors and benefac- 
tors, who would donate $100,000 
or more towards completing the 
gallery. In return, Shostak will do- 
nate one of his paintings from the 
“For Our Children” series, valued 
at $10,000 to each sponsor-bene- 
factor of this gallery, who donates 
$100,000 or more. Hopefully com- 
munity members will see the value 
of giving generously to this project 
so that the museum building can be 
completed. In this way the past can 
be preserved for the future, for as 


D. Chyzhevs’kyi states “there is no 
present without the past, and there 


is no future without the present. 1” 
Peter Shostak, was born and 
raised on a farm in northeastern 
Alberta. His early interest in art 
inspired him to major in art at the 
University of Alberta. In 1969 he 
obtained a graduate degree in Art 
Education and then took a teach- 
ing position at the University of 
Victoria. He remained there as 
Associate Professor of Art Educa- 
tion until 1979, when he decided to 
leave teaching and pursue a career 
as an artist, devoting all of his time 
to painting and silkscreen printing. 
In addition to his art and the pub- 
lication “ For Our Children” Peter 
Shostak has also published: When 
Nights Were Long and Saturday 
Came But Once a Week, which re- 
veal some of his personal history. 
In 1997, he collaborated with Van- 
couver writer, David Bouchard, on 
the book Prairie Born. His latest 
book Hockey...under winter skies 
was released in the fall of 2000. 
Much of Shostak’s art reflects 
his memories of growing up on the 
prairies during the late forties and 
fifties. Shostak’s most ambitious 
project, to which he devoted five 
years of painting, was completed in 
199] with the unveiling of his ser- 
“For Our Children.” These 50 
large oil paintings, which portray 
early pioneer settlement in Wester 
- Canada have been exhibited across 
Canada. All 50 paintings, along 
with background stories gleaned 
from Shostak’s many years of re- 
search, are reproduced in the cof- 
fee table book also titled “For 
Our Children”. In the introduc- 
tion to this book, W.D. Valgardson 
states, “In his life and his art, Peter 
Shostak depicts what it means to be 
Canadian. He honours the memory 


105 


Peter Shostak during his recent one-man show at the West End Gallery 


in Edmonton 


of all our past lives.” 

It is fascinating that Peter’s first 
show at UCAMA called “An Ex- 
hibition of Recent Paintings and 
Silkscreen Prints by ...P. Shostak” 
was held October 17-November 7, 
1976. With the opening of the new 
home for UCAMA, Peter Shostak 
will once again be highlighted in 
UCAMA’s inaugural exhibit "Ва- 
ba’s Coat: Inspired by the Persever- 
ance of Our Forefathers”. With the 
unveiling of Baba’s Coat UCAMA 
revisits the pioneer theme through 
the eyes of an artist. The exhibit 


explores the work of Peter Shostak | 


25 years after he created the ser- 
ies “For Our Children” which 
was inspired by the first wave of 
Ukrainian immigrants to Canada. 
So watch for this inaugural exhibit 
which will highlight the opening of 
the new building and continuation 
of UCAMA’s goal of preserving 
history and culture of Ukrainians 
who settled in Canada over a cen- 
tury ago. 

To support UCAMA and donate 
to the Peter and Geraldine Shostak 
Gallery in the new museum and to 
help us preserve the past for fu- 
ture generations please contact the 
UCAMA Office at (780) 424-7580 
or send your donations to UCAMA 
at: Ukrainian Canadian Archives 
& Museum of Alberta, 9543 — 110 


Website: www.dniprochoir.com 
Email: info@dniprochoir.com 


Avenue NW, Edmonton, Alberta 
T5H 1H3 

UCAMA is a registered charit- 
able organization. Income Tax re- 
ceipts are issued for your donation. 
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Разом з колядою желаєм Bam щиро, 


Щоб Вам все було весело й мило. 
Щасти Вам, Боже, а Ваша хата 


На щастя й радість хай буде багата, 
Добро хай приходить з кожного боку. 


Веселих Свят 
і щасливого Нового року! 


Wishing you all the joys and happiness 


of the Christmas Season. 


Ukrainian DNIPRO Ensemble of Edmonton 


Irena Szmihelsky, Artistic Director 
Gloria Zaharia, Assistant Conductor 
Susan Romaniuk, Choir President 


Irena Tarnawsky, Accompanist 


«...Хай на небі зірка ясно засіяє, 
а воля в Україну нехай поспішає.» 


Бажаю всім радісне та 
мирне Різдво заповнене 
благословенням. 
Христос Раждається! 


Janice Sarich 
MLA 


EDMONTON-DECORE 


Р: 780. 414.1328 
SF: 780.414.1330 
2 едтопівї decore@adssembly.ab.ca 
W: janicésarich.info 
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Росія вже відмовилась від «Новоросії»? 


Дмитро Шурхало, 
Радіо Свобода 

Офіційний Київ не може 
назвати дату нового раунду 
переговорів із мирного врегулю- 
вання на Донбасі. В адміністрації 
президента зазначають, що обмін 
полоненими за принципом усіх 
на усіх та остаточне припинення 
вогню є неодмінними умовами 
та наголошують, що ініціатива 
зараз на російському боці. Між 
тим, вищі російські урядовці на- 
голошують на тому, що Донбас 
має залишатися в складі України. 
Проте експерти зазначають, що 
Київ та Москва мають надто 
відмінні погляди на те, на яких 
засадах має бути врегульовано 
конфлікт. 

«Україна до цього готова, але 
потрібне рішення представника 
Росії. Сьогодні м'яч саме на тому 
полі знаходиться», - зазначає за- 
ступник голови адміністрації 
президента Валерій Чалий. 

За його словами, українська 
сторона наполягає на неухильно- 
му виконанні мінського протоко- 
лу - домовленостей, досягнутих 
на початку вересня. 

«Тамчіткозазначені і підписані 
Російською Федерацією позиції, 
які стосуються виведення військ 


Рада Директорів та адміністрація 


Кредитової Спілки Будучність 


щиро вітають всю українську промадуюнню 


контролю на кордоні, обміну за- 
ручниками за принципом всіх на 
всіх... розведення артилерії та 
ракетних систем», - каже Чалий. 

При цьому він наголосив, що 
лінія розмежування також визна- 
чена Мінськими домовленостя- 
ми. 

Коментуючи висловлюван- 
ня голови російського уряду 
про те, що російсько-українські 
відносини мають будуватися на 
холодному прагматизмі, Валерій 
Чалий зазначив, ще такими за- 
явами намагаються прикрити 
агресію. За його словами, зараз 
«найбільша проблема з боку 
Росії - це продовження поста- 
чання через незакритий кордон 
найманців і військової техніки». 

«Ми більше аналізуємо не 
заяви прем'єр-міністра (Росії, 
а динаміку цін на нафту і 
працюємо над тим, щоби Росія 
дотримувалася своїх зобов'язань 
- принаймні тих, які вона ще не 
зруйнувала. В принципі, до праг- 
матизму ми готові, але нехай нам 
не дають поради ті, хто зруйну- 
вав наше стратегічне партнер- 
ство», - каже Валерій Чалий. 

Він також зазначив, що Росія 
витрачає великі ресурси на те, 
аби змінити позицію ЄС щодо 
України та накинути своє ба- 
чення подій на Донбасі. Про- 
те в самій Росії зменшується 
кількість тих, хто підтримує 
агресію проти України. 

Між тим, російський прем'єр 
Дмітрій Медведєв та міністр за- 
кордонних справ Сергій Лавров 
заявляють про визнання того, 
що Донбас є частиною України. 
Ці заяви свідчать про те, що в 
Москві відмовилися від проекту 


мета російського керівництва 
- мати вирішальний вплив на 
розвиток подій в Україні - за- 
лишилася незмінною, вважають 
експерти. 

«Стратегічна 
встановлення 
над Україною: 
економічного, 
Для (цього використовуються 
усі можливі засоби: від «Зе- 
лених чоловічків» до зелених 
папірців», - вважає колишній 
радник президента Росії Андрей 
Ілларіонов. 

За теперішніх умов неумиро- 
творений Донбас залишається 
найпотужнішим важелем 
російського тиску на Україну. 

«Варіант врегулювання Крем- 
ля суттєво відрізняється від 
того, як це бачать у Києві. Росія 
проштовхує | «федералізацію», 
але по суті це встановлення 
контролю з боку Кремля над 
цими територіями. А функція 
забезпечення покладається на 
українську владу. Крім того, 
зберігається можливість у будь- 
який момент активізувати цей 
конфлікт, щоби накидати чергові 
умови», - зазначає військовий 
експерт центру імені Разумкова 
Олексій Мельник. 

На думку експерта, в Києва 
зараз | немає | переконливих 
аргументів, які б змусили Мо- 
скву до компромісу. А відтак 
перспективи нового раунду 
мирних перегорів залишають- 
ся невизначеними. Між тим, в 
адміністрації президента не ви- 
ключають, що, аби відновити 
переговори в Мінську, можуть 
відбутися додаткові консультації 
їз президентом Росії Владіміром 


мета — це 

контролю 
політичного, 
фінансового. 


«Новоросія». Однак стратегічна | Путіним. 


ОБСЄ повідомляє, як ДНР-івці 
знущалися з її спостерігачів 


(Радіо Свобода) Організація з безпеки i співпраці в Європі 
повідомила у п'ятницю, що патруль її спостерігачів перепинили 
цього дня сили угруповання «ДНР» недалеко від Маріуполя в 
Донецькій області і їм погрожували. 

За повідомленням, патруль ОБСЄ на двох машинах зупинили 16 
бойовиків «ДНР» біля населеного пункту Піщевик, наставивши на 
спостерігачів зброю. В одній із машин нападники намагалися виби- 
ти вікно. Потім працівникам ОБСЄ наказали вийти з автомобілів і 
підняти руки вгору, одну з машин обшукали. Одного зі спостерігачів 
вдарили прикладом по нозі, що спричинило дрібну травму. 

Відтак спостерігачам наказали їхати до населеного пункту 
Октябрь у супроводі бронетранспортера БТР-82, мовиться в 
повідомленні ОБСЄ. Через кілометр їх знову зупинили й наказали 
вийти. По 30 хвилинах зволікань і переговорів, коли старший патру- 
ля ОБСЄ домігся розмови з командиром сепаратистів, їх звільнили, 
але за умови, що вони будуть змушені ще заїхати в захоплене сепа- 
ратистами селище Павлопіль i подивитися на результати обстрілу, 
що, за словами сепаратистів, стався вранці. 

Повідомлення про це ОБСЄ оприлюднила у спеціальному звіті 
просто в день події; більшість результатів спостережень організація 
публікує наступного за подіями дня чи й пізніше. 

Новітню модифікацію БТР-82 прийняли на озброєння в Росії ми- 
нулого року, в Україні їх на озброєнні немає. 

Раніше 12 грудня про цей інцидент повідомляли у прес-центрі 
антитерористичної операції. За даними прес-центру, сепаратисти 
біля Маріуполя влаштували провокацію для спостерігачів ОБСЄ, 
щоб видати спричинені ними руйнування за нібито наслідки 
українського обстрілу. У прес-центрі заявили, що сепаратисти спер- 
шу влаштували в тій місцевості стрілянину, а а по тому затримали 
в Піщевику спостережну місію ОБСЄ й «силоміць відвезли на за- 
вчасно «оброблену» терористами школу на околиці Павлополя 1, де- 
монструючи пошкодження школи, стверджували, що її зруйнували 
українські військові». 

Населений пункт Павлопіль, за повідомленнями, був «нейтраль- 
ним», у ньому не було силовиків ні однієї сторони, але днями 
його захопили збройні сепаратисти й почали звідти обстрілювати 
українські позиції. У п'ятницю вранці на околиці Павлополя 
відбувся бій між сепаратистами 1 українськими військовими, в 
перебігу якого є жертви з обох сторін, заявив у фейсбуці доброволь- 
чий полк особливого призначення «Азов». 

«Азовиі» запевняють, що українська сторона не завдавала по Павло- 
полю ударів у відповідь після обстрілів звідти. Але далі в повідомленні 
про ранкові події мовиться: «Після відходу бійців «Азову» від околиць 


Tel: (204) 942-4627 Fax: (204) 947-3882 Website: www uceca Павлополя надійшли повідомлення від місцевого населення про те, 


National Office: 806-130 Albert Street, Ottawa, ОМ КІР 5G4 що в селище зайшло підкріплення терористів на бронетехніці. Вони 
Tel: (613) 232-8822 Fax: (613) 238-3822 почали обстріл будинків місцевих жителів, імовірно, вважаючи, що в 


авлопіль увійшов підрозділ «Азову». 


Славімо його! 


BCU® 


2280 Bloor St. W. Toronto ON М65 1М9 Buduchnist Credit Union 


Конгрес Українців Канади 
Сердечно вітає Вас з 
Різдвом Христовим і Новим Роком! 

Висловлює найкращі побажання Ієрархам Українських Церков, Крайовим Проводам та 
членам Складових Організацій Конгресу, всій українсько-канадській громаді та всьому 
українському народові на Батьківщині та в Діаспорі! Зичимо Вам та Вашим родинам 
Божого благословення і щиро дякує за допомогу у праці Конгресу. 

Веселих та щасливих свят! 


Павло Грод 
Президент 


Слава Україні! Героям Слава! 
Христос Рождається! Славімо Його! 


Head Office; 203-952 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R2W 3P4 
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Oksana Syroyid of the Samopomich faction has been elected deputy speaker of parliament, 
making her the first woman to hold the post. (Photo: Anastasia Vlasova) 


First woman as deputy 
speaker hopes to make 
parliament more transparent 


By Olena Goncharova, Kyiv Post 

The biggest complaint that Oksana Syroyid 
has about her new office in parliament is the 
shortage of bookshelves. “There are only two 
bookshelves there,” she says. “And I told them 
(the staff) I have to move all the books I need 
for work from my previous office.” 

Syroyid, 38, was elected deputy speaker of 
parliament on Dec.4. She is the first woman 
to land the job in Ukraine. 

Just a couple of years ago she had no plan 
to enter politics at all., but after the EuroMai- 


dan Revolution and the fall of President Vik- 
tor Yanukoyych, she realized she could make а 


difference. Her other motivation, surprisingly, 
came from Serhiy Kivalov, the controversial 
veteran politician from the disgraced Party 
of Regions who headed the Central Election 
Commission during the rigged 2004 presiden- 
tial election that triggered the Orange Revo- 
lution. He then moved on to head the justice 
committee in the Verkhovna Rada. 

“T thought the best way to get rid of Ki- 
valov there is to replace him,” Syroyid says. 
She went on to join Samopomich (Self-Re- 
fiance), the party headed by popular Lviv 
Mayor Andriy Sadovy, the only party her 
family would let her join, she says. 

But even before becoming a politician, 
Syroyid says her favorite books were mostly 
about politics. “I probably associated myself 
with politics during childhood, but Jater I 
wanted to become a doctor like all children,” 
Syroyid says. 

Then she changed her mind again. In 
1993, she moved from her native Lviv Ob- 
last to Kyiv and went to Kyiv Mohyla Acad- 
emy to study political science because her 
first choice — law — was not available. 

She started to build a career early, tak- 
ing her first job aged 18 as an assistant for 
Mykhailo Horyn, a lawmaker from the 
Ukrainian Republican Party. She says she 
had to start working to help her parents fi- 
nancially. 

Two years later she became an assistant 
for Thor Yukhnoyskiy, a former politician 
and famous physicist. Since then, she said, 
Yukhnovskiy has been her lifelong mentor. 

“I’m a happy person because I had a 
chance to work with outstanding people,” 
she explains. “And Yukhnoyskiy always told 
me that it’s important for every person to 
work intellectually at least four hours daily. 
Even though he’s 89, last week he came to 
Kyiv and gave me advice on the Ukrainian 
Constitution.” 

Syroyid proceeded to get two master’s 
of law degrees — in Ukraine and in Canada 

(UkrNews Ed. Note: University of Ottawa) 
—and later headed the charitable Ukrainian 
Legal Foundation. During her year in Can- 
ada she learned a lot about the country’s 
parliament, and wants to apply some of that 


knowledge in Ukraine. 
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Olena Shkrum speaking at the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program's Model Ukraine 
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2014 Conference, at the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, Noy, 29. 


CUPP alumnus deputy > 
wants to change 
higher education 


(UkrNews Ed. Note: Olena Shkrum is an 


“Canadians treat the parliament as part ої | alumnus of the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 


themselves,” Syroyid says. “And the law- 


Program under which students from Ukraine 


makers there are very open. It’s also a part of | spend two weeks working as parliamentary 


curriculum for school children to go to par- 
liamentary sessions. They trust their institu- 
tions. And that’s what we need to do here.” 

She said coming to politics from the non- 
governmental sector is a real challenge. 
“Basically civic activists oppose politicians, 
so it’s difficult to shift the focus now and 
take all the responsibility,’ Syroyid explains. 

Even though the new parliament is full 
of former activists, journalists and soldiers, 
Syroyid says it will still be viewed with sus- 
picion because there are so many people left 
there from the old times with “a destructive 
attitude towards Ukzaine.” 

At least 151 lawmakers from the previous 
parliament were re-elected. 

“However, this parliament will be better 
than any other we used to have, with at least 
36 percent of new people,” Syroyid adds. 

Most of all, she said, she wants to bring 
dignity to the parliament. She looks like she 
can achieve that. Syroyid is open and warm, 
and evokes trust, as if you have known her 
for a long time. She dresses stylishly and 
slightly conservatively, somewhat like a 
school teacher. 

“Its work should be more transparent so 
people understand what the lawmakers are 
doing,” she explains. “People have high 
hopes for this parliament and it’s always 
problematic. Because the parliament reflects 
the society, it can’t be better than society is.” 

However, Syroyid thinks the parliament 
can do better than it had on Dec. 4, when the 
first brawl in the session hall broke out, just 
three days after the deputies convened. 

“Brawls damage the parliament’s image. 
It’s a place for talking. But I believe that 
even people from the war front won’t fight 
in the parliament — they will learn new ways 
on how to solve the problems of their bat- 
talions,” she says. 

Syroyid says she will personally take re- 
sponsibility for ensuring the parliament im- 
proves, and she has full support of her family, 
which is her parents and grandmother. 

“My grandmother who’s 85 cried when 
she learned about (my appointment as dep- 


interns to Canadian Members of Parliament 
as a way of learning about Canada’s democ- 
racy and the Westminster style of government. 
Shkrum served with NDP MP Peter Julian 
(Burnaby-New Westminster). 

By Olena Goncharova, Kyiv Post 

Olena Shkrum, a 26-year-old deputy from 
Batkivshchyna party recalls she had some 
30 minutes do decide whether she wants to 
join the party. She accepted the offer, even 
though she didn’t think that the party of 
Yulia Tymoshenko was the best one around. 

But before doing that she reached out to 
her parents for advice. “Even though my par- 
ents were against the idea of young woman 
entering politics, they encouraged me to pur- 
sue my dream,” Shkrum explains, adding 
that she dreamed about a diplomatic career 
since her childhood. 

Now Shkrum is one of the youngest law- 
makers in Ukraine’s parliament. She was 
tapped by Batkivschyna because after the 
EuroMaidan Revolution she was involved a 
group of active, Western-educated Ukrainians. 

“We said then that we are ready to work 


in the Ukrainian parliament, because we- 


understood it’s a real chance for many young 
people to become lawmakers,” she explains. 

They received inquiries from a range of 
parties, and Batkivschyna was one of those. 
Shkrum recalls she underwent many inter- 
views before the party leaders decided on 
her candidacy. 

“Of course I even couldn’t imagine then 
it would be number five (on the party list),” 
Shkrum said. She realized that the party 
wanted an upgrade, that’s why they tried 
to bring as many new faces in as possible. 
Young politicians turned out to be a great ex- 
periment, she says. “Soon we’ll see whether 
it was a good idea,” Shkrum smiles. 

Shkrum is full of energy even though her 
schedule is packed. However, she said she’s 
not afraid to work even though it’s an enor- 
mous responsibility. Her inspiration, she 
says, has been party leader Tymoshenko. 

“Tf you take a look at my room in my par- 
ents’ apartment you can see there is still a 


uty speaker),” Syroyid adds. “She thinks of | poster of Yulia Tymoshenko from 2004,” 


it as her own achievement.” 

She says she is also lucky because her 
hobby had been learning about the world’s 
constitutions, and it might just come in 
handy in her new capacity. 

“Once I decided I want to write my doc- 
toral thesis and I even spent lots of money to 
get a collection of books on interpretations 
of constitutions. I can read those everywhere 
— even at the barbershop. And I miss my 
books now,” she says. 


Shkrum explains. “I think she inspired many 
women. Since then I wanted to enter politics, 
but it had always been selected men-only 
club, so I didn’t dare to even think about it.” 

She did make the right choices in her life 
to achieve the dream career. Shkrum studied 
law at the Taras Shevchenko National Uni- 
versity in Kyiv then also got an MA degree 
in law from the Sorbonne University. She 
did not feel it was enough. 

Her next goal was to study in the United 


Kingdom, because she says she was always 
impressed with the British culture. Shkrum 
made it to Cambridge after the third attempt, 
to do another MA in law. She still recalls it as 
a “magical” place. 

Then Shkrum went to work as a lawyer for 
Iryna Gerashchenko, a Ukrainian lawmaker 
who currently heads the European integra- 
tion committee in parliament. “So it wasn’t 
that unusual for me to appear in parliament 
now,” she says, but being a lawmaker herself 
is a “great emotional pressure.” 

One of the best things about new parlia- 
ment, she convinced, is the greatest number 
of women the country has ever had. There 
are 47 women, or 11 percent of the total 
seats. In 2012 only 43 female lawmakers 
made it to parliament. 

She is certain that women can shift the 
focus in politics and it is crucial for soci- 
ety. “We still have less than 30 percent of 
female representatives, but those countries 
that do have such number show an interest- 
ing trend,” she explains. “For instance, some 
laws that were never considered before start- 
ed getting more votes. Women think a little 
bit different, that’s why they often lobby 
laws concerning child protection, and focus 
on education and healthcare issues.” 

Shkrum said she personally will get in- 
volved in fixing Ukraine’s education system, 
especially university education. 

She says she will also make sure to stay 
open for communication with her voters. 
“The lawmakers have to talk to electorate,” 
she says. She hopes to get her own website 
soon where it will be easy for anyone to 
register and arrange a meeting. Shkrum also 
believes the website should list all the laws 
the lawmakers voted for. 

The most frequently asked question in the 
past month has been about Tymoshenko, the 
party leader. Although it’s frustrating for a 
young lawmaker to be overshadowed by the 
party leader, Shkrum says she tried to reply 
patiently every time. 

“She’s always open for discussions and 
it’s easy to get her attention — that’s what I 
like the most about her. I used to think she 
was an authoritarian person. But in fact she’s 
a very tender woman,” Shkrum says. 

Shkrum has a rather critical attitude towards 
President Petro Poroshenko’s Bloc, as well as 
the president himself. “I don’t think it’s good 
when the power is concentrated in one pair of 
hands,” she explains. “It’s a dangerous trend.” 

Shkrum’s lifestyle has not changed much 
since she became a lawmaker. She still rents 
an apartment with her boyfriend in Kyiv and 
sometimes even has time for what she calls 
her “guilty pleasures.” That’s watching TV 
series related to practicing law. 

“Boston Legal (American legal dramedy) 
is my favorite now,” she confessed. 
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Третя спроба України 
«викинути Леніна з голови» 


Веселих Свят Різдва Христового та 
Щасливого Нового Року 
Українському народові в Діяспорі та 


І Україні, українським Церквам, церковним, 
77. громадським і політичним організаціям 


Gacrenpire столи 


та нашому членству і прихильникам 


бажають 


Організації Українського 
Державницького Фронту при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


Найщиріші вітання з Різдвом 
Христовим та Новим роком! 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


May the peace and joy of Christmas 


be with you through all the Year. 
CHRIST IS BORN! 


Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 
#215, 10050 MacDonald Drive, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B7 


Tel.: 780-497-4374; Fax: 780-497-4377 


Христос Pomoaempca! 
— Славімо Його! 
Christmas greetings and best wishes 
for a joyful and bountiful New Year! 


From the director and staff at the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Найщиріші Різдвяні вітання та 
Новорічні побажання! 


Від директора та співробітників 


Канадського інституту українських студій 


нач дб 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 430 Pembina Hall, 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB T6G 2H8 Canada 
E-mail: cius@ualberta.ca; www.cius.ca 
Tel: 780.492.2972 Fax: 780.492.4967 


Євгенія Олійник, Радіо Свобода 

Не баритися з реформами - таку пораду одно- 
голосно дали Україні експерти з пострадянських 
держав, що приїхали до Києва на конференцію 
«Як викинути Леніна з голів українців?». Після 
цьогорічного Майдану держава отримала третій 
шанс для нового життя і саме зараз люди найбільш 
готові до труднощів заради змін, зазначали фахівці. 
Крім того, зауважили вони, без декомунізації не 
буде безпеки України. 

Чехія - одна з країн так званого соціалістичного 
табору, в яких декомунізація відбулася досить 
швидко i порівняно безболісно. Олександр Вон- 
дра, один із засновників Громадянського форуму 
під час Оксамитової революції, а нині - фахівець 
з міжнародних відносин, визнає: у 1990 році Че- 
хословаччина звільнилася від соціалістичного ре- 
жиму за дуже сприятливих умов. Передусім тому, 
що люди знали, чого хочуть, каже він. 

«Трансформація соціалістичного суспільства 
у капіталістичне, перехід до ринкової економіки 
стали можливими завдяки тому, що багато чехів 
ще пам'ятали часи, коли у них була демократія. 
Старші покоління, що жили у 20-ті, 30-ті роки не 
забули, що це таке», - розповідає політик. 

Окрім того, велике значення мала довіра чехів 
до свого лідера. Вацлав Гавел був людиною, що 
відкрила для них свободу 1 заклала моральні пере- 
думови для змін в суспільстві, вважає Вондра. Саме 
тому люди спокійно сприйняли інфляцію, а закон 
про люстрацію вдалося ухвалити дуже швидко. Не 
можна тягнути з реформами, наголошує фахівець, 
адже надалі запровадити їх буде лише важче. 

Першою реформою y незалежній 
постсоціалістичній Польщі стала економічна ре- 
форма. Її провели за 90 днів після створення уряду. 
Другу і найважливішу, як вважає польський урядо- 
вець Кшиштоф Становський, реформу, що стосу- 
валась місцевого самоврядування, втілили за 180. 
Завдяки їй до 80 відсотків місцевих бюджетів йшло 
на освіту, і тепер її рівень однаково високий в усій 
країні, каже фахівець. Причина такої ефективності 
у тому, що поляки зрозуміли: протестувати недо- 
сить, потрібно брати на себе відповідальність. 

«Якось у Ташкенті мене запитали, чим Поль- 
ща відрізняється від Узбекистану. Я сказав iM: 
у Любліні й Ташкенті у людей в квартирах усю- 
ди ідеальна чистота. Але в Любліні моя дружина 
повісила у під'їзді фіранку, а сусідка постави- 
ла квіти. А в Ташкенті у кращому випадку там 
стоятиме смітник. Тому що в цьому місті люди 
переконані, що президент прийде у їхній під'їзд 1 


прибере. Але навіть найкращий президент не буде 
цього робити», - розповідає Становський. 

Про особисту відповідальність говорить також 
Сарміте Enepre, політик та журналістка з Латвії. 
Латвійський досвід декомунізації не настільки 
вдалий, як у двох попередніх країнах, зазначає 
вона. Зокрема, проблемою й досі є деякі радянські 
міфи, як от міф та культ Другої світової війни. Од- 
ним із засобів боротьби з цими явищами стало за- 
борона радянської символіки. 

Томас  Алаталу, естонський політолог, та- 
кож вважає, що проведення культурних меж між 
тоталітарною та демократичною епохами - на усіх 
рівнях, включно з естетичним - необхідне. Скажімо, 
за радянських часів в Естонії був пісенний фести- 
валь, і вже після набуття незалежності його провели 
під гаслом «Ми співаємо ці пісні востаннє». 

Утім, вплив комуністичної ідеології у нинішній 
Росії | сильно | переоцінений, | переконаний 
російський соціолог Лев Гудков. І замість терміну 
«декомунізація» відносно країн СНД він радить 
вживати слово «дерадянізація». Цей процес у Росії 
так 1 не розпочався. Натомість, виник імперський 
комплекс — як компенсація на втрату статусу над- 
держави, каже Гудков. Система влади, освіти та 
силові структури з радянських часів не змінилися. 
Але найгірше - люди цілком адаптувалися до ре- 
пресивного режиму. 

«Можна виводити цю тенденцію ще з часів 
кріпацтва, але точніше було б звернути увагу на 
радянське минуле - на безумовна звичку уживати- 
ся з тоталітарною державою», - зауважує соціолог. 

Чому 3a 23 роки після з проголошення 
незалежності українці мають вкотре говорити про 
декомунізацію і тільки зараз «остаточно викидати 
Леніна з голови»? Володимир В'ятрович, дирек- 
тор українського Інституту національної пам'яті, 
пояснює: у 1991-му році самостійність була ре- 
зультатом компромісу, а не протесту, а Помаран- 
чева революція не принесла очікуваних змін. 
Натомість Майдан В'ятрович називає саме анти- 
радянським повстанням. Наприклад, після нього 
вперше серйозно постала вимога люстрації. 

«Зараз питання декомунізації є питанням не лише 
гуманітарної політики, а й безпеки України. За 
останні кілька місяців ми добре побачили, що саме на 
ці залишки «совєтського» перш за все орієнтується 
Путін, розгортаючи свою агресію», - каже фахівець. 

Зараз Україна отримала третій шанс для того, 
щоб остаточно розпрощатися з радянським, ка- 
жуть експерти, І своєчасні реформи — це єдина 
можливість його не впустити, наголошують вони. 


Дар'я Бунякіна, Радіо Свобода 


Захищати Україну йдуть цілими родинами 


чоловікові, боюся при мамі, при дитині. 


Христос Раждається! 
Славімо Його! 
З нагоди Різдвяних свят 
Бажаємо всім Миру, Віри і Любови, 
а Україні - Перемоги та Відродження. | 


We would like to extend our warmest 
Greetings of the holiday season. 


Thank you to our members, supporters and 


‘volunteers for your loyal dedication to the Institute. 


Your generosity allows us to promote and foster 


our Ukrainian heritage and culture. 


Merry Christmas and All the Best for 2015. 
Веселих Bam свят! 


St. Vladimir Institute 
620 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, Ontario 
416. 923. 3318 


У сім'ї Руденків, які проживають у не- 
великому селі Боровиця, на Черкащині, 
двоє синів воюють на Донбасі. Стар- 
ший Юрій служить командиром роти 
80-ї окремої аеромобільної бригади. У 
її складі він звільняв Слов'янськ та за- 
хищав Луганський аеропорт. А середній 
син Ігор в армію контрактником пішов 
пізніше, Тепер служить механіком-водієм 
БТРу в одній із братом бригаді. 

«Із Днем армії, Збройних Сил України. 
Щоб ви там трималися, щоб було у вас 
все добре. I хай Bac Бог береже», - так 
бабуся Катерина Руденко вже опісля са- 
мого свята по телефону вітає своїх онуків 
Юрія та Ігоря. 

Із трьох синів родини Руденків, двоє 
нині воюють на Донбасі. Старший, 
23-річний Юрій ще до військового 
конфлікту закінчив Львівську академію 
сухопутних військ. У складі 80-1 
аеромобільної бригади вже вісім місяців 
він перебуває у зоні АТО. 

«Багато чого він розказував. Багато 
розказував, як перестрічали й бабусі, й 
діти, їхні БТР, їхні колони. Як їх кляли, як 
з іконами виходили. У них не завжди був 
зв'язок, не завжди інтернет, телевізора не 
було. Вони знали про всі новини тільки 
від нас. Ми по всіх каналах дивилися, 
співставляли, і тоді їм розповідали. А 
так вони не знали нічого», - згадує перші 
тижні сина на Донбасі Любов Руденко. 

Однак щодалі, каже жінка, то ставало все 


страшніше. У родині заборонили один одно- 
му падати духом, тож під час телефонних 
розмов підтримували сина жартами. I лише 


опісля мама іноді давала волю сльозам. 
«Мені ж треба поплакати, а я боюся при 


Не знаю, куди ж мені треба йти, щоб ви- 
плакатися. А сама ж думаю, що не треба 
їх приплакувати. Хай вони тримаються. 
Було всього. Зразу думала, десь у травні: 
захворів. Аби напав на нього гайморит 
та щоб його забрали до шпиталю. Що хо- 
чеш думала: аби десь пальчика поранив. А 
потім думаю, уже десь в червні: ні, в жод- 
ному разі. Треба тільки триматися. Хай їх 
усіх Бог береже», - продовжує Любов. 

Середній син, 20-річний Ігор про служ- 
бу в армії ніколи не мріяв. Однак підписав 
контракт i пішов також у 80-у окрему 
аеромобільну бригаду. Для батьків це був 
грім серед ясного неба. 

«Він до сьогодні не може пояснити, що 
це він зробив. | знайшов він роботу непо- 
гану, і все. Просто йому все одно треба було 
йти на строкову службу в армію. Він сказав, 
що краще три роки пропрацювати, ніж рік 
траву косити», - пояснює мама хлопця. 

Нині брати служать разом. Юрій - ко- 
мандиром роти, а Ігор - механіком-водієм 
БТРу. У селі Боровиця, на Черкащині, 
рідні хлопців живуть від дзвінка до 
дзвінка та із картою під руками. 

«Як холодно було, мама приходить до 
мене і питає: «Кого будемо гріти сьогодні 
- Юру чи Ігоря?» Я кажу: «Давай обох». 
Ну і починаємо гріти їх. Мама мене 
обнімає i типу гріє їх», - каже молодший 
брат хлопців, семикласник Олег Руденко. 

Від'їзд синів на буремний Донбас на- 
вернув маму до віри. Любов Руденко 
згадує, що донедавна ні в церкву не ходи- 
ла, ні молитов не знала. Тепер кожну роз- 
мову із синами вона завершує сакральни- 
ми словами «Хай вас Бог береже». Хлопці 
ж відповідають: «Прийняв». 
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Publishing history in the making 


New academic journal launches withrapidresponseresearch to Euromaidan 


(MacEwan University)—Almost 
a year to the day after Euromaidan 
protests broke out in Kyiv’s In- 
dependence Square on the night of 
November 21, 2013, anew academic 
journal is being launched at MacE- 
wan University to publish research 
into this social phenomenon. 

Olga Poliukhovych, one of the 
managing editors for the new So- 
cial, Health and Communication 
Studies Journal, will share her 
unique perspective on Euromai- 
dan — as a citizen of Ukraine, a 
researcher, a PhD candidate and an 
editor — when she offers the key- 
note address at the journal’s launch 
event on November 25. 

“Tm a literary scholar and I’m 
used to dealing with the distant past 
— with the writings of past writers 
in my research — 50 in some ways it 
was not so easy to deal with the events 
of Euromaidan in terms of scholarly 
activities,” says Olga, adding that 
during the Euromaidan events, many 
students and scholars tried to con- 
tinue their research and studies while 
at the same time supporting Maidan 
and going to the protests. 

Olga says that while the initial 
events of Euromaidan were in re- 
sponse to a political move pull- 
ing Ukraine out of the associa- 
tion agreement with the European 
Union, after the brutal beating of 
students by the Berkut riot police, 
Euromaidan became less and less 
concerned about Europe. “Euro- 
maidan is the unique path of the 
Ukrainian nation. As Ukrain- 
ian philosopher Taras Lyuty said, 


га i е = + 
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"Olga Poliukhovych 


‘we’ve initiated Euromaidan in a 
search for Europe, we’ve found 
Ukraine after all.” 

Olga says that the recent events 
in Ukraine have greatly changed 
the people and their sense of na- 
tional belonging. “They altered the 
way we think of ourselves and how 
we present ourselves. Now we are 
not the Ukrainians we were a year 
ago. We feel our ‘Ukraineness’ in 
completely different ways.” 

She adds that the joy of the 
Euromaidan Revolution was over- 
shadowed by the death of hundreds 
of people as well as the conse- 
quences of the Maidan — Russian 
annexation of Crimea and the war 
in eastern Ukraine. 

“There is much pain and sorrow 
because of the hundreds of deaths 
during these events. It is said that 
revolutions always disappoint. In 


some ways it’s true, but we went to 
Maidan without thinking of its con- 
sequences, just because we couldn’t 
act any other way. The result is that 
a national dignity arose and that 
is very positive, but we gained the 
sense of our national belonging in 
extremely difficult times.” 

Publishing research around these 
experiences and response to these 
events is the focus of the inaug- 
ural issue of the Social, Health 
and Communication Studies Jour- 
nal. The result of an initiative 
that began in the Contemporary 
Ukraine Research Forum and its 
series of monthly videoconfer- 
ences, the journal is a collaboration 
between MacEwan University, its 
ЮКгаїпіап Resource Development 
Centre, the University of Alberta, 
the National University of Kyiv- 
Mohyla Academy and Тегпорії 
State Medical University. 

While Euromaidan is the focus 
of the journal’s first issue, future 
issues will highlight other global 
themes. 

“Rarely do you see these three 
disciplines — sociology, health and 
communications — come together, 
but doing so allows us to look at 
situations in the world holistically 
tather than one-dimensionally,” 
says Lucille Mazo, chair of Mac- 
Ewan University’s Communica- 
tions Studies program and one of 
the managing editors for the Social, 
Health, and Communications Stud- 
ies Journal. “It is this collaboration 
that brings strength and meaning to 
the journal’s first issue.” 
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‘Euro-Atlantic’ security integration 


late son, Igor Drunewych, Toronto, ON 


Cherry (August 20, 1968 — June Orest & Irene Katola, 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
said on December 17 that he will soon ask parliament 
to abandon the country’s neutral “nonbloc” status, and 
suggested he would steer the country closer to NATO. 

A law passed in 2010, under then-President Viktor 
Yanukovych, precludes a NATO membership bid. 

Speaking in the Polish parliament in Warsaw, Poro- 
shenko said, “Today in this chamber, I have made the 
decision that my country will return to the course toward 
integration with the sphere of Euro-Atlantic security.” 

He did not mention NATO by name. 

Poroshenko said that, upon returning to Kyiv, he 
would “file a motion to the Ukrainian parliament to 
reject the nonaligned status of my country.” 

He said, “Ukraine today is in a virtual state of war. 
Russia annexed Crimea. Illegal armed groups, under 
the control of our eastern neighbor, are increasing 
their armed activity in the Donbas.” 

Though Ukraine’s acceptance into the 28-mem- 
ber NATO alliance is widely seen as improbable at 
present, Poroshenko’s comments are likely to anger 
Moscow which sees Ukraine’s accession as a threat to 
its own security. 


mit an application to join the European Union in 2020. 

Meanwhile, the European Union’s foreign policy 
chief said on December 17 that she and Poroshenko 
had detected signs of greater willingness from Russia 
to resolve the crisis in Ukraine’s pro-separatist eastern 
territories. 

The cautiously-worded comments of the EU’s Fed- 
erica Mogherini, who spoke during a visit to Kyiv, 
echoed those of U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, 
who said the previous day that Russia has made con- 
structive moves recently towards reducing tensions 
in Ukraine, where more than 4,700 people have been 
killed in the pro-Russian uprising since April. 

Mogherini, who held talks with Poroshenko the pre- 
vious day, said, “We shared the impression that there 
might be some elements that could make us think that 
there might be some more willingness to solve the 
conflict on the Russian side, on President [Vladimir] 
Putin’s side.” 

Mogherini was visiting Kyiv to discuss with the 
pro-Western authorities their handling of the conflict 
and their progress in implementing economic reforms 
in line with an association and free trade agreement 
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Yatseniuk appeals to EU for immediate financial aid 


Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseny Yatseniuk ap- 
pealed to the European Union for urgent financial aid 
on Dee. 15, saying the government was doing all it 
could to fix a shattered economy but needed help, re- 
ports Reuters. 

A year of revolution and war with pro-Russian 
separatists has pushed Ukraine’s hryvnia currency to 
record lows and crippled the economy, which was al- 
ready near bankruptcy after years of corruption and 
economic mismanagement. 

Asked when Ukraine needed new financial assistance, 
Yatseniuk told reporters in Brussels: “Let me put it in a 
nutshell — yesterday.” The EU, which last year offered 
a $15 billion package of loans and grants to Ukraine, is 
demanding far-reaching economic reforms in return. 

Brussels has refused to organize a donors’ confer- 
ence to help Ukraine until Kyiv produces a detailed 
blueprint for the country’s economic development. 


Yatseniuk said Ukraine was doing all it could. 

The country had lost 20 percent of the Ukrainian 
economy due to Russia’s annexation of Crimea and 
the pro-Russian separatist uprising in the east, the 
Ukrainian currency had fallen sharply, and yet the 
government had raised more money in taxes, he said. 

“We will do everything that was promised ... but 
to overcome this period Ukraine needs to get some 
kind of cushion and this cushion is a new package of 
financial aid,” he said after talks with EU officials in 
Brussels. 

“It is difficult for us to fight with a nuclear state 
which is armed to the teeth,” he added, alluding to 
Russia. 

EU Enlargement Commissioner Johannes Hahn 
said the EU would continue to provide "ап unpreced- 
ented level of financial support” to Ukraine but this 
hinged on reforms. 
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We, at Ukrainian News, would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many businesses and people who have supported 
us in so many ways throughout 2015 To our readers, donors, 
advertisers and contributing writers we offer our sincere 
thanks, May you all have a very Merry Christmas and be 


blessed with health and prosperity in the New Year. 


CHRIST IS BORN! 


Editor and Staff of Ukrainian News 


ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! 


жертводавцям, підприємцям які 
підтримують нас своїми оголо- 
шеннями та прихильникам пере- 
силаємо найщиріші побажання 

радісних свят Христового Різдва 
та кріпкого здоров я й успіхів 6 


Видавець та працівники 
редакції «Українських Вістей» 


667-2981 


читачам, 


З нагоди свят Різдва Христового та Нового 
року Едмонтонська Католицька Шкільна , 
Рада складає Вам та Вашій родині миру, а 7 

радості, добра та Божої благодаті. ; 

Христос народився - славімо його! 


Христос Раждається! 


For unto us а Child is born, unto us 
а son is given 
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Релігійні репресії на Донбасі 
і Московський патріархат 


Роман Полонський, 
Радіо Свобод 


Військові дії на території 
Донбасу мають не тільки 
політичне та економічне, а й 
релігійне підгрунтя. Більшість 


представників терористичних 
угрупувань зараховують себе до 
Української православної церк- 
ви (Московського патріархату) 
- звучали і продовжують звуча- 
ти заклики зробити «московсь- 
ке» | православ'я | офіційною 
релігійною системою і закріпити 
її статус конституційно. Влас- 
He, це вже відбулося - 9-а стат- 
тя «конституції» «ДНР» пере- 


носить нас у часи Російської 
імперії | та | обер-прокурора, 
який фактично керував Cu- 


нодом. Прикладом може бути 
«Інавгурація» голови угрупован- 
ня «ЛНР» Ігоря Плотницького, 
яку відвідав колишній митро- 
полит Луганської і Алчевської 
єпархій Іоаннікій - він дав свя- 
тительське благословення ново- 
му очільнику псевдореспубліки, 
компанію йому склав настоятель 
Ніколо-Преображенського собо- 
ру протоієрей Богдан Федьків. 

Слід зазначити, що й Олек- 
сандр Захарченко, керівник 
сусіднього угруповання «ДНР», 
під час власної інтронізації при- 
сягав на Біблії - сакралізація 
земної влади є важливим еле- 
ментом у світогляді терористів, 
що продовжують  безчинству- 
вати на територіях Донецької і 
Луганської областей. 

Ватажок угруповання «ЛНР» 
Пор  ШПлотницкий під час 
церемонії вручення «бойового 
прапора» одному зі збройних 
підрозділів цієї організації, яку в 
Україні визнано терористичною. 
Недале від нього стоять кілька 
священиків 

Підливають олії | у  во- 
гонь і офіційні представники 
Російської православної церк- 
ви, які характеризують події на 
сході України як «громадянсь- 
ку війну», яку ведуть «уніати» і 
«розкольники», тобто представ- 
ники інших релігійних течій, 
проти «справжніх» християн. 

Одночасно із захоплен- 
ням органів державної влади і 
військовими діями, на Донбасі 
розпочали широкомаєштаб- 
ну кампанію проти релігійних 
організацій. Першою «ластівкою» 
були персональні  застережен- 
ня від бойовиків представникам 
різних конфесій - так, греко- 
католицькому | священику | Ти- 


- lsaich 9:6 


Точка зору 


хону Кульбаці | погрожували 
фізичною розправою через сме- 
повідомлення. його автомобіль 
став жертвою хуліганства - на 
ньому з'явилися нациєтська 
свастика і заклики знищувати 
«бандерівців». Згодом ситуація 
стала серйознішою - людина про- 
сто зникла. Священика тримали 
в лісі, нещадно били і знущали- 
ся, намагаючись принизити його 
людську гідність і навернути в 
православ'я. Ще одним випробу- 
ванням у полоні став цукровий 
діабет - терористи відібрали ліки 
i змушували харчуватися одним 
хлібом, що протипоказано людям 
із таким діагнозом, Сьогодні Ти- 
хон Кульбака не згадує про полон, 
оскільки ці подробиці можуть на- 
шкодити його прихожанам, що за- 
лишились в Донецьку - сам свяще- 
ник мусив покинути місто через 
активну громадську діяльність, 
він був одним із організаторів 
«молитовного» Майдану, пред- 
ставники якого молились за мир у 
центрі Донецька. 

Наступними жертвами 
бойовиків стали протестантські 
пастори Валерій Якубенко i Олек- 
сандр Хомченко. В середині серп- 
ня їх захопили в полон представ- 
ники угруповання «Донецька на- 
родна республіка» і звинуватили 
в контрреволюційній діяльності 
та шпигунстві. Першого жор- 
стоко побили i відправили на 
виправні роботи строком у п'ять 
днів, другого допитували про- 
тягом доби. Жовтень  ознаме- 
нувався звільненням ще одно- 
го заручника - пастора Церкви 
адвентистів сьомого дня Сергія 
Литовченка, який 20 днів пере- 
бував у полоні терористів. 27 ве- 
ресня цього року представники 
«ДНР» увірвалися в молитовний 
дім адвентистів, змусили людей 
покинути приміщення та відвезли 
Литовченка у невідомому напрям- 
ку. Зараз він знаходиться у безпеці 
та відмовляється від коментарів 
щодо полону. 

Репресії щодо інакомислячих 
є He тільки персональними, 


але Й 
ми 


колективними. ШПерши- 
постраждали представники 
Християнської Церкви «Слово 
життя» - терористи з «ДНР» 
просто відібрали у них моли- 
товне приміщення,  конфесія 
втратила можливість займатися 
релігійною діяльністю. Brpa- 
тили власний дім і християни- 
баптисти з релігійної організації 
«Світ | Євангелія» | з | міста 
СЄнакієво — BiH постраждав 
від артилерійського 0 обстрілу 
в той час, коли у підвальному 
приміщенні знаходилось 
близько 15 людей, серед них 
більшість діти. Численними є 
випадки захоплення молитовних 
будинків християн-баптистів 
проросійськими | сепаратиста- 
ми - близько 10 будівель з мо- 
менту початку бойових дій. В 
Луганській та Донецькій о0б- 
ластях | від | артилерійських 
обстрілів постраждали  лиси- 
чанська Церква Христа Спа- 
сителя, первомайська Церква 
«Відродження», іловайська 
Церква Євангельських християн- 
баптистів. Частими є випад- 
ки мародерства, від якого по- 
страждали «Дім молитви всіх 
народів» в Антрациті, церк- 
ва Євангельських | християн- 
баптистів у Луганську, церква 
«Віфанія» в Донецьку. Безліч 
малих будівель націоналізували і 
передали у власність терористів. 

Глава УГКЦ Святослав зазна- 
чив, що нині Українська греко- 
католицька церква на території 
Донбасу переживає часи муче- 
ництва. В його словах є велика 
частка правли, оскільки гоніння 
на інакомислячих та релитині 
чистки у Донбасі тільки набира- 
ють обертів. Про це свідчать не 
тільки програмні засади угру- 
повань «ДНР» i «ЛНР», але й 
численні факти погроз, знущань, 
мародерства, знищення та при- 
власнення | майна релігійних 
громад, які у прихильників «мо- 
сковського» православ'я прийня- 
то називати розкольницькими. 
Думки, (висловлені в рубриці 
«Точка зору», передають  по- 
еляди самих авторів i не конче 
відображають позицію Радіо 
Свобода 


Яценюк і Столтенберг закликають 
Росію виконати Мінські домовленості 


(Радіо Свобода) - Прем'єр-міністр України Арсеній Яценюк і 
генеральний секретар НАТО Cue Столтенберг закликали Росію 
виконати нарешті Мінські домовленості щодо мирного врегулювання 


в частині сходу України. 
Виступаючи 15 гридня 


на спільній прес-конференції обох 


керівників у Брюсселі, Яценюк, зокрема, заявив: «Ми вважаємо, що 
найкраще вирішення цього конфлікту на сході настане, коли Росія 
виконає Мінські домовленості, якщо вона перекриє кордон, виведе 
свої війська, своїх агентів і припинить постачати смертоносну зброю 
й боєприпаси керованим Росією терористам». 

Столтенберг, зі свого боку, сказав: «Сьогодні ми обговорили 
невпинні незаконні дії Росії, епрямовані на дестабілізацію України». 
«Ви, пане прем'єр-міністре, - заявив Столтенберг, звертаючись 


до Яценюка, 


засвідчили справжнє прагнення знайти мирне 


вирішення кризи в Україні. НАТО повністю підтримує суверенітет 
i територіальну цілісність України, i ми твердо віримо, що Мінські 
домовленості пропонують найкраший шлях до мирного вирішення. 
Україна зробила справжні зусилля, щоб виконати свої зобов'язання. 
Ми закликаємо Росію зробити те саме». 

Росія на словах постійно заявляє про необхідність виконувати 
Мінські домовленості. Але на Заході щоразу звертають увагу, що 
в той час як Україна виконує більшість своїх зобов'язань за цими 
домовленостями, Росія й підтримувані нею збройні сепаратисти в 
частині сходу України не виконують більшої частини домовленостей. 
Зокрема, йдеться про пункти, що вимагають забезпечити постійний 
моніторинг на українсько-російському державному кордоні, а та- 
кож вивести всі іноземні й незаконні збройні формування, військову 
техніку, бойовиків і найманців із території України. 


Ukrainian 


Patriot Defence is saving soldiers 
with combat first aid training 


By Alexandra Stadnyk 

On the battlefield, the faster a 
wound can be treated the better the 
chance of survival. To dramatically 
increase soldiers’ chances of surviv- 
al, Dr. Ulana Suprun and her team 
of medical instructors is teaching 
Ukrainian soldiers tactical medicine 
in eastern Ukraine as part of Patriot 
Defence, a humanitarian initiative of 
the Ukrainian World Congress. 

Dr. Suprun, an American radi- 
ologist, spearheaded the Patriot 
Defence initiative in response to 
the large gap in first aid knowledge 
among Ukrainian soldiers. She 
and a team of volunteer instructors 
from Canada, the United States, 
Great Britain, Northern Ireland and 
the Czech Republic, as well as a 
team of Ukrainian instructors and 
translators, have been educating 
Ukrainian soldiers in Combat Life- 
saver (CLS), a course that meets 
NATO standards and teaches sol- 
diers how to perform combat first 
aid in the battlefield. The extensive 
one-day training teaches soldiers 
how to perform medical care under 
fire, open and manage the airway, 
treat an open chest wound, col- 
lapsed lung, and tactically move a 
wounded soldier. 

Upon completing CLS train- 
ing, soldiers are given Individual 
First Aid Kits (IFAKs) that contain 
life-saving supplies, such as tour- 
niquets, trauma dressing and chest 
seals, and cost $100. 

It used to be the other way 
around, says Dr. Suprun. “We 
began by handing out IFAKs, but 
the soldiers were coming to us and 
asking ‘What do I do with this?’. 
“She realized that Ukrainian sol- 
diers were missing basic, but im- 
portant, information that could 
save their life or their friend’s life. 

In countries like Canada and the 
United States soldiers receive com- 
bat first aid as part of basic training, 
but in Ukraine, where resources for 
such basics as boots and sleeping 
bags are scarce, first aid training is 
often an afterthought. 

The Patriot Defence initiative has 
played an important role in saving 
soldiers’ lives in the Anti-Terrorist 
Operation (ATO) zone, where full- 
fledged fighting rages on. 

“Every day we get reports from 
the front line that the training pro- 
vided through CLS and the IFAKs 
are saving soldiers’ lives,” says Dr. 
Suprun. “Since the launch of the 
initiative in May 2014, one in three 
soldiers deployed to the ATO zone 
now has combat first aid training, 
something that was non-existent 


Training in the field 


in Ukraine prior to the start of this 
program,” adds Dr. Suprun. Since 
the start of this program, approxi- 
mately 11,500 soldiers have been 
trained in Ukrainian CLS and 
8,500 IFAKs have been distributed. 

Each week, Dr. Suprun and her 
team of combat first aid instructors 
conduct up to three training sessions 
across Ukraine. In an undisclosed 
location made to simulate the battle- 
field, soldiers are taught how to ad- 
dress the three main preventable 
causes of death on the battlefield: 
severe bleeding, collapsed lungs and 
blockage of the airway. 

Dr. Suprun recalls a young man 
who was wounded while in east- 
er Ukraine and returned to thank 
her. He showed her where shrapnel 
struck him in the back of the arm. He 
took off his t-shirt to show where the 
shrapnel entered and explained how 
he attended training and later shared 
his learning with his friend who was 
able to save his life by applying the 
tourniquet that was іп his IFAK to 
control the bleeding. “CLS and the 
IFAK kept him from being killed in 
combat. It saved his life.” 

Patriot Defence caught the eye 
of Bohdan Cherniawski, a veteran, 
who worked as a Medic with the 
Canadian Forces for more than two 
decades and more recently as a 
Registered Nurse in the Emergency 
Department at the University Health 
Network in Toronto, Cherniawski 
travelled to Ukraine to assist Patriot 
Defence in the development of stan- 
dardized medical programs. 

Patriot Defence plays a very 
important role in saving soldiers’ 
lives, says Cherniawski, and adds 
that the time it can take to get a 
wounded soldier to a hospital can 
exceed 12 hours. “This delayed 
evacuation coupled with very few 
combat medics integral to the bat- 
talions can be challenging. Teach- 
ing Ukrainian soldiers how to per- 
form self-aid, buddy-aid and tactic- 
al field care is critical to ensuring 
more fathers and sons return home 
to their families.” 

Dr. Suprun and her team coordin- 
ate all of the training with various 
ministries in Ukraine, such as the 
Ukrainian Ministry of Defense and 
the Ministry of the Interior. Since 
the start of the program, training has 
been provided to numerous units of 
the Armed Forces of Ukraine, volun- 
teer battalions, Ministry of the Inter- 
ior and many others. 

Dr. Suprun is committed to rais- 
ing the level of knowledge in tac- 
tical medicine in Ukraine and en- 
suring that every soldier deployed 


FOR ANY 
OCCASION - 


to eastern Ukraine is trained in 
CLS and provided with an IFAK. 
Global fundraising for this import- 
ant initiative continues to help real- 
ize this goal. 

To watch training videos and 
learn more about Patriot Defence, 
please visit the Patriot Defence You 
Tube channel. Donations can be 
made online at patriotdefence.org. 


Edmonton, AB 


Chrys 4 Freeland, MP Toronto Centre 


/ 
| Wishing you a Joyous 
New Year and a Merry 


Року Ta веселого 
Різдва! 


Shevchenko 
Foundation 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko 
Call for Nominations to Board of Directors 


The Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko (Shevchenko Foundation) announces a call for 
the nomination of individuals to serve as Directors of the Foundation. 


A Directors act in a position of trust for the community, are responsible for the effective governance of 
the organization, demonstrate leadership skills, and are committed to the development of the Ukrainian 
community and Ukrainian cultural heritage in Canada. As a volunteer Director, you help shape the 
policies of the Shevchenko Foundation, ensuring that it operates in a legal and ethical manner and 
within required bylaws. 


If you are interested in being considered for appointment to the Board of Directors, please complete the 
Nomination Application (PDF) found on our website www.shevehenkefaundatian.cam and submit by 
March 2, 2015 to: Nominating Committee Chair, UCFTS, 202 - 952 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R2W ЗРА, 


or email lesia@shevehenkefaundation.ca 
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t Rathgeber, 0.С. МР. 


Edmonton - St. Albert 780.459.0809 Brent.Rathgeber.C1@parl.gc.ca 


Visit us at www.brentrathgeber.ca 


UCPBA 


Ukrainian Canadian 
Professional & Business 
Association of Calgary 


__ 3 Pi3qBom Христовим та Новим Роком! 


As we enjoy the blessings of life in Canada during this very special 
time of year, our hearts and minds turn to our brothers and sisters 
in Ukraine. We extend to them this heartfelt wish: may the coming 
year bring peace and prosperity to Ukraine and her people. May 
God watch over Ukraine and bless her sons and daughters fighting 
for their freedom and beloved homeland. 


Слава Україні! 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Alberta Provincial Council 


#8, 8103 - 127 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta TSC 189 
780-414-1624, uccab@shaw.ca, www.uccab.ca 
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Famine survivor Volodymyr Polonskyj (front lefi), Arsen Hnatiuk (front 
right), Bohdanna Klecor-Hawryluk top lefi with UCC-Montreal president 
Zorianna Hrycenko-Luhova at the Montreal commemoration. 


Montreal marks 
8ist anniversary 
of the Holodomor 


(UCC Montreal)—Joining communities world-wide, Montreal marked 
the 81st anniversary of the famine-genocide in Soviet Ukraine on Noy- 
ember 22, organized by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC), Mont- 
real branch in memory of the millions deliberately starved to death in 
1932-33 by Stalin and his regime. 

Following a “Soborna Panakhyda” officiated by Rey. Wolodoymyr 
Kouchnir of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church together with Rey. Thor Os- 
chipko and Rey. Yaroslav Pivtorak of the Ukrainian Catholic Church held 
at St. Sophia Cathedral, a commemorative ceremony continued down- 
stairs in the church hall. 

Among the 100 attending the solemn remembrance were famine sur- 
vivors and children of survivors, as well as, youth from Plast and CYM, 
students from the Metropolitan Sheptytsky Ukrainian Saturday School 
and other community members. Guest speaker was historian Prof. Roman 
Serbyn, a specialist on the Holodomor. He stressed the importance to re- 
call the pivotal contribution made by Raphel Lemkin in using the defin- 
ition of genocide and applying it to include the 1932-33 famine-genocide. 
Prof. Serbyn concluded how attempts by Russia to destroy Ukraine as a 
nation dates back from the times of Peter the First, the Czarist and Com- 
munist Empire and continues today “with Putin, a Russian imperialist. 
intent in destroying Ukraine as a nation”. 

Prof. Serbyn was followed by Pavlo Chornous, who shared recollec- 
tions passed onto to him by his grandmother who barely managed to live 
through the Holodomor, losing many family members through forced 
starvation. 

The program, organized by UCC-Montreal cultural chairperson Bo- 
hdanna Klecor-Hawryluk, also included moving performances by the 
vocal trio “Rosa” under the direction of Vera Turko-Kulycka, vocal duo 
Anna and Yurij Konevych, vocal ensemble “Vizerunky” under the direc- 
tion of Ivan Gutych, bandura playing by Arsen Hnatiuk and others. In 
Hawryluk’s closing remarks she mentioned how Montreal has been in 
the forefront in working to bring public awareness to the Holodomor with 
the organizing of the first international conference on the famine-geno- 
cide in 1983 by Prof. Roman Serbyn, held at the University of Quebec 
in Montreal (UQAM), filmed by Yurij Luhovy and Volodomyr Hayduk, 
with tapes of the conference currently being restored. 

The evening concluded with the singing of the Ukrainian National An- 
them and the passing of blessed, pieces of bread, as a reminder of how 
precious this life-sustaining food is in human lives and how confiscation 
of food was used as a weapon, in the bread basket of Europe, to try and 
destroy Ukraine as a nation. A selection of books written over the decades 
on the Holodomor in the diaspora and more recently in Ukraine was on 
display, organized by president of UCC Montreal, Zorianna Hrycenko- 
Luhova. 

As part of Holodomor commemoration in Montreal, the McGill 
Ukrainian Students’ Association (MUSA) showed Yurij Luhovy’s award- 
winning documentary “Genocide Revealed” at the McGill Musie Library 
during their annual Ukrainian Week. 


Russia detains suspects after Lenin 


monument painted Ukrainian colors 


(RFE/RL)—Authorities in Novosibirsk say suspects accused of paint- 
ing the colors of the Ukrainian flag on a monument to Lenin in the Rus- 
sian city have been detained. 

Activists sprayed yellow and blue paint on a Lenin monument, as well 
as a Soviet tank and an artillery piece at a World War Two memorial, in 
the Siberian city. 

They painted the words “Glory to Ukraine!” on the Lenin monument. 

Police opened an investigation on a charge of “vandalism motivated by 
political, ideological, racial, ethnic or religious hatred.” 

Regional governor Vladimir Gorodetsky said on December 15 that sus- 
pects had been detained, but not say how many or give their names. 
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St. Michaels ce 
Patron Saint’s Day 


On Saturday, November 8, 2014, and again on Friday, November 21, 2104 
St. Michael's Health Centre celebrated their Раїгоп 5 Feast Day. The first 
liturgical celebration was Ukrainian Catholic and the second was Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox. Both liturgical celebrations took place in the Long Term Care 
Centre's Chapel and saw residents, Board members, staff and volunteers 
participate. St. Michael the Archangel serves as the patron saint of the sick. 
Pictured above Bishop Ilarion, of the Western Eparchy of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Canada with concelebrating Clergy, members of St. Mi- 
chael’s Board of Directors, Staff and Volunteers at the Nov. 2] celebration. 


Ukraine ‘must double’ 
defence spending, 
minister says 


(BBC News)—Ukraine must 
double its military budget next year 
to $3bn to fund the fight against 
pro-Russian rebels, the defence 
minister has said. 

Stepan Poltorak told parliament 
that this figure included an extra 
$110m for buying weapons abroad. 

He also said the armed forces 
would have to conscript more sol- 
diers. 

More than 4,000 people have 
been killed and almost a million 
displaced in the eight-month con- 
flict between Ukrainian forces and 
pro-Russian rebels. 

Poltorak told parliament on Dec. 
12 that the extra money was needed 
to buy better equipment for the mil- 
itary. 

The number of soldiers serving 
in the east of the country would 
also have to be increased from 
232,000 at present to 250,000 next 
year, he said. 

He said the government planned 
to increase the number of con- 
scripts as well as professional 
soldiers. The annual budget is ex- 
pected to be passed before the end 
of the year. 
asked 
Wester countries to equip it with 


Ukraine has repeatedly 


weapons to fight the separatist re- 
bels. 

However, NATO members have 
only pledged non-lethal military 
aid, amid concerns that shipments 
of heavy weapons could antagonise 
Russia 


Dec. 11, Ukrainian Prime M 
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Grr) ша! Kadyrov says he wants 
to fight in Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—The Kremlin-backed head of Russia’s Chechnya region, 
Ramzan Кадутоу, has sparked controversy by saying he is “ready to 
resign and fight” alongside pro-Russian separatists in their conflict with 
government forces in eastern Ukraine. 

In his interview with Russia’s NTV television on December 16, the 
outspoken Kadyroy said that he intends to ask President Vladimir Putin 
to let him resign so that he can go to eastern Ukraine “to destroy devils 
who have neither honor nor dignity.” 

Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, said on December 17 that Кадугоу 
had made no request to resign. 

Кадугоу expressed anger the previous week over what he said were 
expressions of support by several Ukrainian lawmakers for militants 
involved in an attack in Chechen capital, Grozny, that killed 14 police on 
December 4. 

Ukrainian authorities say Chechen troops loyal to Kadyrov have fought 
alongside the pro-Russian rebels in the conflict, which has killed more 
than 4,700 people since April. 

Kadyrov denies it. 
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Wishing you a 
Blessed Christmas 
and a Joyous 
New Year! 


Бажаємо Bam 
Веселих C6sm і 
Щасливого 
Нового Рокц! 


avoid defaulting оп its debts. 

The International Monetary Fund 
has warned that Ukraine faces a 
$15bn budget shortfall next year. 

Poltorak wants to boost the num- 
ber of conscripts and professional 
soldiers in the military 

Meanwhile, a truce in eastern 
Ukraine appears to be holding. 

President Petro Poroshenko said 
earlier that the past 24 hours were 
the first in which both sides had ob- 
served a ceasefire. 
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St. Michael’s Long Term Care 
Millennium Pavilion Seniors Lodge 


Українська Канадська Фундація 
ім. Тараса Шевченка 


Щиро вітає усіх жертводавців і 
прихильників з нагоди 
Різдва Христового та Нового Року! 
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Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of 
Taras Shevchenko 


Extends warmest greetings 
to all our donors and supporters 
as we celebrate Christ’s birth and the New Year! 


Воага of Directors: 
Andrew Hladyshevsky, Q.C., 
Boris Balan, Bohdan Halkewycz, 
Sophia Kachor, Ernest Paluck, 
Gordon Gordey, ігка Mycak, 
Adrian Boyko 
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7 From Your Conservative Members of Parliament 


PRIME MINISTER OF CANADA 


